


















































































COMPETITION 

Th e scope of the Parsc he racing story depends on wh ether 

you are consid eri ng the man or the cor. The man sta rr ed 

racing in 1902, and bee ome famous wit h Auto Uf'lion in th e 

1930's. 

However, for the purpose of this writing. we are more in· 

te re s ted in the cor. The first Porsche came forth if'l 1947. 

Num ber of'le was hand built in Gmuef'ld , Austria, and came 

equipped wi th 0 "breath ed UPOf'l" VW engi ne of 11 31 ce 's. 

The breath lavished upon it increased horsepower 60% 

from 25 to 40 hor sepo wer. This cor was on ly a prototype; 

the first publi c introduction come in 1949 01 the Geneva 

Auto Show. Th e 1949 cor was a o=oupe while the earl ier 

versi on was a roadst er, which grea tly re sombl ed the later 

speed s ters. 

It on ly took one year bef ore Pouches e ntered campelitiof'l. 

In 1950 Porsches achieved 5 vic Tori e s on the fi e ld of bol ' 

tI e . In 1951 thi s record was improved with 35 wi ns In if'l 

ternationa( com~ tition. 

Huschke von HOf'ls te in joined the Potsche operation in 

1952 as raci ng manoger. The Parsche fact ory sow their 

cars, driven by the factory team and by private owners, 

wif'l 16 1 times that year. Not able was the second class 

win if'l success ion at Le Mons. 

All of this was done with the push rod engined spons 

cars. 1953 wos 'he year tha t Porsche really come 01'1 

strong. For Le Mons that year Porsche showe d a new 

prototype. 

It compoted in and won the International Eifel race 01· 

though it~ perFarmante did not reach expectations. By 

ocluo l Le Mons time the c or hod been impr oved. Th e 

frame was tubular, the body was on open racing type o.nd 

the en" ine, a mod ifi ed Super {s till push rod }. was p loced 

in front of the rea r axle and transmission. This co r might 

be descr ibed os a 7 month fetus o f the Spyder. 

Th e cor won lIS closs at Le Mo n s for the third ye ar in a 

row. Nurburgr if'lg come next, and the cor was ente red. 

This fact was overshad owed by the appe orOf'lc e at that 

race of a hush.hush proctjce car. No one was allowed 

close to it because it wo s a top secret proj e c t dubbed 

Ty pe 547. Type 547 contoif'led a 4 overhead cams haft 

engine, of'ld it was this cor that eventually become Ihe 

Spyder. 

Th e new proto type publicly appeare d 01 the 1953 P oris 

Auto show. It en tered, ond won, its cl oss in the 1954 

Mille Miglia to s lort off the long and successful Porsche 

oil-out racing c or e ffort. Incidentally the nome Spyder 

was gdded for th e Am ericof'l tr ade . 

From the t ime of its introduc ti on in 1953, until it went 

oul of production in 196 1/1962, this cor won every moior 

race in its c loss at one time or of'lother. To recount spe· 

c ific ally here would toke more if'lk and spac~ t han is 

available. 

The Grand Pri x rocif'lg record of Porsche d oes not ap

pr oach the success of t he Spyder, b ut then <:I f irm the size 

of Pors c he does not hove unlimited resources at its dis

pos al . It s best year, 1962, was Its lost active of'le for 

porticipoti on in thi s field. The management of Por s che 

retlr~ d to devote its effor ts to the production 01 s ports 

c ars alone. 

The stand ard Porsche production cor has been unbeatable 

in U.S. sporls cor racing ill later year s . Before SCCA 

c la ssifica ti on s were shuffled, the Ca rrero oWf'led closs C, 

and the o ld 1300 Porsc he dominated c loss G. The 1500's 

and 1600's also mode good ac c ounts of themsel ves. The 

newer SCCA rules place a 9reoter burden on the owner to 

extract mOle performance, s~ record s in the U.S. P roduc · 

tion s pot t s racin g scen e a re now colored by the profiden. 

cy of t he "modifier" to a much greater ex te nt. St ill 

Porsch e s ore dolf'lg overy creditabl e job o f winn ing SCC A 

laces. 

On the oth er hond, the foc tory has maintai ned supr emacy 

if'l the under two liter GT closs up until the present ti~. 

The 904 will help in this domination, and when it is 

homologoted soon it should ptove a strong if not inv in

cibl e cor. 
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Best Wishes from California. 
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