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If you are a member of Nord Stern, I’ll bet you’re a car person 
like me. Put a bunch of us in a room together and we can have 

a great conversation. In face we can probably talk for hours 
about whether it is best to wave or flash headlights when we see 
another Porsche on the street or what is the best way to winterize 
our cars. 

Talking Porsches to people who don’t share our passion 
for autos, and especially Porsches, can be challenging. In past 
conversations, I have needed to defend my choice of cars with 
environmentally conscious people who feel smug as they tell me 
about their Prius’s gas mileage. Others have told me I was crazy 
to spend that much money on a car that will go 180+ MPH when 
the speed limit is no more than 70. I tried to explain that it is not 
how fast you go, but how quickly you can go that fast. They didn’t 
get it. Maybe I should have asked Roy Henneberger to send them 
an email explaining torque vs. horsepower. 

Mostly, my conversations with non-car people are fun. It 
gives me a chance to talk about something I enjoy and it really is 
an exciting topic. I also feel that in some small way, I am being 
an ambassador to the sport of autoracing or the Porsche brand. 
Maybe I will convince someone to consider purchasing a Porsche 
and joining Nord Stern and PCA.

The following questions are some of the most frequently asked 
questions and funny comments I have heard. I bet you have heard 
some similar ones as well. 
Them: How do you pronounce it – Porsh or Porsha? 
Me: Porsha
Them: Well, my friend had one and he called it a Porsh. I think 
he was right. 

Them: How fast does it go?
Me: Over 180 MPH!
Them: Have you ever had it going that fast?

Me: No
Them: Then how do you know it goes that fast?

Them: You race cars , , , Are you are a professional racer?
Me: Yes, I won a bottle of wine this year, but don’t tell anyone as 
I don’t report my Club Race winnings on my taxes. 

Them: Isn’t racing expensive?
Me: No, compared to Polo, it isn’t that bad.
Them: My son just graduated college, rented an apartment in 
Uptown, and got a job. He is looking for a Porsche. Do you know 
of any used ones for sale?
Me: Yes, I hear of them frequently
Them: I am not sure what he means by this, but he said he wants 
a GT2. Do you know where he can get one?
Me: I hope his student loans are paid off.

Continued on page 11
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Welcome . . . New Members 
(and returning members!) 
We hope to see you at upcoming events!

So, Just What Do We Do In Nord Stern??!
A brief synopsis of activities and events offered by your club, Nord Stern,  and/or PCA or, 
just enough info to pique your interest??!!
Autocross: A low-speed driving event, teaching one how to maneuver one’s car around a 
set course of pylons on a closed circuit. Instruction is available, drivers compete against the 
clock. No modifications to one’s car are necessary. Some safety equipment needed (helmet).
ClubTalk: E-mail listservs for member subscribers focusing on car issues and discussions 
as well as a place to ask questions, get recommendations and comments. Get last minute 
breaking news on upcoming events and activities. See Nord Stern’s website for directions on 
how to subscribe. 
Concours: A setting where Porsches are displayed for general viewing and/or inspection 
competition. Experienced judges evaluate the various models based upon cleanliness, overall 
condition and authenticity.
Driver Training: A driving course designed to teach and enhance high speed driving skill 
and technique on an actual race course. Training includes classroom sessions, on-track 
‘exercises’ plus supervised lapping sessions. A Pre-Requisite for Driver Ed participation and 
NOT to be confused with Driver Education events. Driver Training includes both Novice 
and Intermediate level options. Check with DT Chair for additional options. 
Driver Education: High speed driving event on a closed-course racetrack (Brainerd, 
Blackhawk Farms, Road America for example) where drivers are grouped according to prior 
lap times. Prior Driver Training participation is required. Performance enhancements are 
frequently made (but not required!).
Parade Laps: Held during lunch at Driver Training events at closed-course racetracks, 
this controlled environment with a pace car provides participants an opportunity to take 
street cars on the track at highway speeds so that they can see what the course is like. 
Minors are permitted in state approved restraints and with a signed parental release. 
Time Trials: On course timed lap with controlled starts and exiting.
PCA Club Racing: Wheel-to-wheel competition between drivers who hold PCA club racing 
licenses. There is a race class for every model Porsche. Safety modifications to your vehicle 
required.
Rally: An event wherein a driver and co-driver complete a predetermined route along open 

roads following a specific set of navigational instructions. Can be a TDS (time-distance-
speed) or a ‘fun’ rally.
Social: Organized gatherings of club members, affiliates and family member to meet, 

eat and drink beverages! See our motto on pg. 3!
Taste of the Track: For those who would like to learn more about Drivers 
Education, but do not want to be a full driving participant in their own 
Porsche. You will be a passenger with an approved instructor for one run 

group session at track speed.
Tech Session: Casual educational session that span a wide range of 
topics, from general maintenance, through Concours prep, performance 

enhancements and general car/mechanical knowledge!

Welkommen . . . 

Wade Peterson 
Lino Lake, MN 
1999 911

Benjamin Wright 
Plymouth, MN 
2005 911 Carrera S
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From the Editor . . .
by Christie Boeder

Give us a call, we’ll make room.

NY CS 6456957 09/10

At the Duddingston Sylvester Group, 
there’s always space for one more!

A Morgan Stanley Company 

The Duddingston Sylvester Group at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

866-984-1044
@

Holidays are amazingly just around the corner. Always feel that 
rush once I’ve been asked to buy my greenery and wreaths 

from the local boy scout troop. Sigh, where did the summer go.
Always the lament, fortunately it was a fun summer with 

much to do and enjoy. Lots of track stuff, lots of Porsche outings, 
local biking, hiking, going to the Lake, squeezing in yard work, 
enjoying the weather as much as possible (after all we know 
what’s just around the corner!). What makes summer rather a 
special time when you live in a state like Minnesota - with truly  
four seasons and three out of four just not lasting as long as any 
of us would like. 

And you can guess which one lasts perhaps a tad too long! 
Although we like to ski and being able to cross country ski locally 
is a real treat when we have a ‘real’ winter. And I hear via the 
usual rumor mill that this year’s darker months are thus predicted. 
We’ll see.

However, we did get to have a bit of a blast back to summer this 
past weekend. It was with much delight that we boarded our flight 
to Monterey, CA to attend the Rennsport Reunion IV scheduled 
at Laguna Seca Raceway (or officially known, rather, as Mazda 
Raceway!). Meeting up with a number of Nord Sterners and 
other friends we know from other regions was a much anticipated 

vacation and it proved to be that and more. What a show and it 
would appear attendance far exceeded expectations. Merchandise 
was almost sold out immediately. The lines were over an hour 
just to get into the store. Boy, was that not well planned. We did 
manage to get 2 posters and 2 long-sleeve t-shirts on the first day 
as we could see it was going to be problematic. And the Boeders 
are not known for patiently waiting in lines like that - just for 
another t-shirt (they didn’t arrive until Saturday which added to 
the waits).

The weather was perfect, an unbelievable assemblage 
of historic and interesting Porsches with corrals equally as 
fascinating. My eyes were glazing over, though!

I’ll be featuring a follow up in an upcoming issue. If you 
ever get the chance to attend one of these, do, as they aren’t a 
guaranteed event in any given year. But we are guessing PCNA 
and Porsche AG were quite pleased! The rumors were that there 
were close to 70,000 tickets sold for Saturday alone.

Anyway, enjoy this issue in its printed format! It features a lot 
of pictures from various events from the recent past months. As 
we move into the new year my hope is to get back to a monthly 
print production. Stay tuned! 

And in the meantime, get the holiday party on your calendar 
as it sounds like a fun gathering - see you at the next event!
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Letters to the Editor . . .
courtesy Clubtalk

(One coupon per person. Not valid with other offers, promotions or discounts.)
Present this ad and recieve a 10% discount on your first order

2288 Promise Ave.
Shakopee, MN 55379-3368
Cell: 651-785-5286
lfraguada14@gmail.com

Authorized Distributor / Owner
LUIS H. FRAGUADA, SR.

REPRESENTING:

Rochester Labor Day Picnic and BBQ

Thanks to eventmasters Jeff Boehm and BJ Peterson Boehm 
for coordinating a GREAT Rochester Labor Day picnic! Final 

count: 21 cars, 45 people, 2 dogs and 2 cats. :-).
This year, the event was held at the home of the late Nord Stern 

member and 356 owner, Dennis Prescher. Special thanks to his 
widow, Wanda, for being such a gracious host and for providing 
the expansive side lawn on which to park our cars and chairs. 
Look for a photo recap of this annual event in a future issue of 
Nord Stern. Thanks also to budding photojournalists Morgan (Jeff 
& BJ’s granddaughter) and Madison (Todd and Kathy Smith’s 
daughter) for assisting with photos. 

– Jill & Fred Daneu  
Nord Stern staff writer/photojournalists

I always look for an excuse to put down the top and go for a 
drive on a nice day.
Thanks Jeff and BJ and the Labor Day picnic as my excuse 

for us to drive down & attend.
Thank yous also go to our host for providing a soft lawn to 

park & sit on and beautiful scenery to enjoy the company of our 
southern Nord Stern family. 

– Todd, Kathleen, & Madison (photographer)

Annual Fall Color Tour 2011

It’s hard to believe that the Fall Color Tour (FCT) was a week 
ago today! The weather was ideal for driving, hiking and 

enjoying the camaraderie of our fellow Nord Sterners. Latest tally 
. . . 80+ people and 40+ cars. PCA National Club Racing Chief 
Steward Vickie Earnshaw and PCA Zone 10 Rep. Doug Pierce 
also attended our annual Northwood’s weekend event. Doug was 
also our official observer...thanks Doug! As with most Nord Stern 
events, “it takes a village” of volunteers. ;-). 

Many thanks to Friday Night Social hosts and waiver 
wranglers, Steve and Pam Flaten! Steve and Pam are new 
members and this was their first Fall Color Tour. Thanks also to 
the Friday Night Social set-up crew of Steve and Nancy Meydell 
and new members Rich and Julie Sanders. Final kudos goes to the 
clean-up crew of Ed and Ali Vazquez, Chris and Ann Lordan, 
and Fred and Jill Daneu! Thanks again to all Fall Color Tour 
groupies. Look for a photo recap in an upcoming Nord Stern. 
See you on next year’s 20th FCT when we will head down the 
winding roads of the Gunflint Trial. 

Yours in up north adventures and all things moose,  
John Dixon and Jill Daneu (the JD’s) Color Tour Group 

Leaders, Attendees, Hosts, and Volunteers:

THANK YOU !!! We had a fantastic time. We appreciate all 
the set-up, the door prizze gifts, and the Great food donated 

by all. Thanks BlueFin and Nord Stern for the donated amounts 
for the gift certificate I won.

John, a special thanks for the origination and continuance of 
a social event unlike any other. As always, its not just about the 
cars . . . its the people. And the cars are REALLY fantastic, so 
that says alot about the Club as a whole.

Any out there that have not taken this opportunity , wow!!! if 
you only knew what you are missing. Please join us all next year 
for another milestone in Club history. We can’t wait.......

– Don and Pam Lawrence

And a huge thank you to John and Suzanne Dixon for starting 
this tour 19 years ago and organizing it each and every year 

since.
It’s not too late to make your reservations for the 20th annual 

next September 28-30 at Blue Fin Bay.
– Christie and Bruce Boeder

Continued on page 11
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Harry@diamond-int.com

TRACKSIDE TIRE 
Paul and Lynn Beyl 

        952 593-9104 
 

WWW.TRACKSIDETIRE.COM 

                     

Radar Detection Systems •	
Audio Rear Seat •	
Entertainment 
iPod Integraton •	
Specializing in European •	
Marques 

KEITH REED
(952) 939-0804  

kreedauto@comcast.net 

www.dentkraftpdr.com

Call Center
763-767-9800
952-931-9932

10 Locations!
FAX: 651-288-0091

www.restorationautoglass.com

Car Biz Board . . . One Stop Shopping!
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2011 Calendar . . . 

November	 2011
8	 Nord Stern Business Meeting - New Location! 
	 Location: Lifetime Fitness Center in Eden Prairie 
	 755 Prairie Center Dr, EP
	 Questions? Prez Bret Bailey 
	 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting 
	 All Members welcome and encouraged to attend.
20	 Joint Event with Mercedes-Benz Club 
	 Old Log Theater - Noon lunch with Matinee 
	 Eventmaster: Paul Bergquist pbassocinc©aol.com
December	 2011
13	 Nord Stern Business Meeting 
	 Location: Lifetime Fitness Center 
	 755 Prairie Center Dr, EP
	 Questions? Prez Bret Bailey 
	 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting
	 All Members welcome and encouraged to attend.

January	 2011
13	 Nord Stern Business Meeting 
	 Location: Lifetime Fitness Center 
	 755 Prairie Center Dr, EP
	 Questions? Prez Bret Bailey 
	 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting
	 All Members welcome and encouraged to attend.

21	 Annual Holiday Winter Party 
	 Morrie’s in Long Lake 
	 6 - 10 p.m. 
	 Eventmaster: Carrie John  
	 see pg. 
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Another great Fall Color Tour in the books. What a great 
weekend get away. A little driving, a little hiking, great food, 

great company, great cars, great colors, great scenery and a great 
lake all in a nice relaxing atmosphere. For us, its booked again 
for next year. I am looking forward to the hike to the overlook 
of Gunflint lake. Believe me, this is one hike you don’t want to 
miss, what a view. We had another great time and look forward 
to it again next year. Thank you to John and all those who help 
make this a weekend, as always, one to remember.

– Greg and Cheryl Adams

I would just like to second all the kudos already given for a 
great weekend - our first Fall Color Tour with the group. Only 

downside was not being able to take-in all the great dirt roads 
under red and orange maple trees (if only there was button you 
could push and presto - high road clearance and no dust!)

Thanks to John for the great hikes and all the others that 
volunteered their time to make it a great social networking event 
as well as touring event.

– Terry and Janie Saxton

Letters to the Editor
continued from page 8

Them: Oh, you go to BIR. My brother-in-law races there too. 
How fast do you get going in the quarter mile?

Them: My husband goes up to BIR. He has won quite a few up 
there. 
Me: I know most of the racers, but I am not familiar with that 
name.
Them: Oh, he doesn’t race, he just does Driver’s Education. 

Them: I was excited when my fiancé told me he was getting a 911. I 
always wanted a luxury car, but wasn’t too familiar with Porsches. 
The 20 year old 911 he brought home wasn’t as luxurious as what 
I was expecting. 

Them: Why do you need so many cars? You can only drive one 
car at a time. 
Me: Why do you need so many pairs of shoes? 
Them: Different occasions. Showy, running errands, sports, 
chores. 
Me: Exactly!

Did you know Nord Stern has a Facebook group page? 
Search for Nord Stern or go to http://www.facebook.com/
groups/208429984485/ and share some of your humorous Porsche 
conversations online.

Prez Sez . . .
continued from page 5
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The perfect setting and the perfect day! Sunny skies and temps 
around 70 and a great new location made this years picnic 

a big success. 
This year’s event was at the home of Wanda Prescher. Wanda’s 

husband Dennis passed away 3 years ago from Multiple Myeloma, 
a form of bone cancer. Dennis was a Nord Stern member and 
356 enthusiast whom had wanted to host the event at their home. 
Wanda and her sons Ryan and Derrick were gracious hosts as our 
group of 21 Porsches (including Dennis’ 1965 356 C which the 
family is keeping) graced their lawn in SW Rochester. 

We welcomed old friends and made new ones and I think even 
signed up a new member! All in all a great day! 21 Porsches, 45 
people, 2 dogs and 2 cats. If you didn’t make it do mark your 
calendar for next year’s event it is always a great afternoon. 
This year’s photo credits go to BJ’s and my 10-year-old grand 
daughter, Morgan. 

(editor’s note, I believe Morgan has been a consistent attendee 
of this annual gathering and has contributed several photos over 
the years! Undoubtedly a budding photographer. 
And it’s great to watch the next generation growing 
up with such a plethora of Porsches.). Pictures 
right, below and left by Jeff and Bj’s 10-year-old 
granddaughter!

The Annual Rochester Labor Day Porsche Picnic
by Jeff Boehm
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Peter H. Vickery, CRPC® 
The Vickery Bowe Group
Financial Advisor 
(952) 476-5632
 
Merrill Lynch  
308 Walker Avenue South
Wayzata, MN 55364
http://fa.ml.com/vbgroup

FINANCIAL EXPERTISE IN YOUR CORNER.

These days, help from a one-on-one relationship with an advocate  

who knows you and knows where you want to go is more important  

than ever.  A Merrill Lynch Financial Advisor, now with access to the  

resources of Bank of America, can help you plan, imagine, diversify,  

rebalance and believe.

Investing involves risk. Diversification and rebalancing do not assure a profit or protect against loss in declining markets. Merrill Lynch  
Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) and  
other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of  
Bank of America Corporation. Investment products:

© 2010 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

1075 Pierce Butler Route - St. Paul, MN 55104

RAYMOND 
AUTO BODY

Satisfaction & Integrity Since 1949

Collision Specialists

Where quality 
isn’t an accident

it just starts with one.

651-488-0588
Located 
near the 

Fairgrounds

Three Generations of the

Slomkowski Family

Buying a pre-owned Porsche?
Search for it in one of the largest

 pre-owned Porsche markets
 in the world: South Florida.

 Roads in great condition
   no winter salt/sand.

Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
for your Pre-Purchase Inspection (PPI)

...and when you find it, but before you buy it...

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Headlight Upgrades (HID / LED ) 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.
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Don’t Let YOUR Subscription Lapse

2012 Nord Stern Subscription is due

Dues are:
$30 per year

$80 for 3 years

So do take care of those dues!

January issue of Nord Stern  
to include an addressed envelope 

for your convenience or send dues now to  
Ed Vazquez at address below.

(the label on your newsletter indicates year subscription expires 
For example, 12/2011or 2011 means it expires 12/31/11 )

Membership/Renewal Chair:
Ed Vazquez					     612.720.0760 (c)
18918 Dorenkemper Pl		 952 934 5093 (h)
Eden Prairie, MN 55347-4287		  edmn911©aol.com



16	 Nord Stern November 2011

I had read about the “Ultimate 
Automotive Experience” package 

put together for the Courage Center 
charity auction by Roger Johnson and 
Keith Jones. I didn’t see how it would 
fit into the Faust Frugal Racing Team 
budget for this year (or this decade). 
Then, at the winter banquet, we met 
Don and Gayle (Erickson) for a drink 
before the party. Later, about twenty 
minutes before the bidding on the 
auction was supposed to end, Don 
said “We should go.” 

A wink from our loving wives, 
the credit card comes out, I’m tapping 
numbers into the laptop Keith Jones 
happened to have at the party. Pretty 
soon, Don and I and Bill and Kathy 
Berard are going . . . Ron

It takes a martini to get Ron to get 
his credit card out, so what’s the problem? . . . Don

The package was incredible. Dave Roberts’ Carlisle Industries 
contributed four seats on 
the company’s Lear jet that 
was heading to Long Beach. 
Fellow Nord Sterner, ‘Mr. 
Target’ Doug Scovanner 
obtained tickets through 
the Target Ganassi Indycar 
racing team (which Target 
pretty much sponsors). 
Even though they don’t 
sell tools, I’ve always 
liked shopping at Target. 
. . . Ron

Soon after our arrival 
on Thursday, we are at 
the track. We meet Patrick 
Long and visit the Flying 

Lizard pit area. Then we 
get to walk the track; the 

exercise is good. Long Beach is like the Minnesota State Fair of 
racing; so much to see, so much to do, day after day. Friday the 
pace picks up. Indy Cars, Indy Lights, ALMS, World Challenge 
Cup . . . Don 

We get the inside tour of the Target/Ganassi pit area. The 
trailers are cleaner than operating rooms. Transmission gears 

The Long Beach Dream Tour 
by Ron Faust and Don Erickson

sitting on the counter but no pictures are allowed of something 
like that. Dario Franchetti and Scott Dixon want to talk about 
what cars we drive; they are regular guys with regular egos. There 
is no rush. They are forgiving when I tell them my 356 has only 
75 HP . . . Ron 

I’m cruising, checking it all out. Ron is focused on all the red 
suits in the Target hot pit. It’s hard to know when a pit stop will 
come, and then it’s all over in eight seconds; easy to miss the 
whole stop . . . Don

The challenge was to find out what came with the package and 
what did not, which hospitality area was for us and which was 
not. Luckily, Roger Johnson kept us from getting lost. Before the 
Indy Car race you can walk through pit lane where all the cars are 
parked; drivers are walking up to their rides. Then they clear the 
track, and we are shooed behind the fences. A few minutes later, 
the worker who had sent me out looks at the pass around my neck 
and sees “Izod” on it. “Oh, you’re Izod; I didn’t see that. I am so 
sorry” and he continues to apologize profusely for minutes. There 
is a sidewalk just behind the hot pits for all the Indy Cars; I am 
ushered back onto it. No fence, just a low wall separated me and 
my Nikon from all the action. I’m in heaven . . .  Ron

You have to take life’s opportunities when they come by. We 
think this could only happen in Nord Stern and will be forever 
thankful to all who made it happen . . . Don and Ron.

Editor’s note: Dream trip, indeed! Well done, one and all  
. . . and with fabulous pictures no less. Go online and download 
this issue as the pictures to the right are BEST seen in full living 
color to really appreciate!

Don Erickson, Ron Faust, Roger Johnson, Scott Pruett, Kathy Cross-Berard  
and Bill Berard in the Target/Ganassi trailers

Roger Johnson with a smile and a camera 
at the track, as always
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Dario Francetti Target Ganassi IndyCar

Major tool lust . . . and no, 
they weren’t souvenirs

Dave Roberts and Ron Fellows trying to talk a 
couple of Nord Sterners into switching to the 

Dark (Corvette) Side

Lear 45 - It makes 
a commercial 
plane look like 

a bus

￼
Don Erickson surveys the Target tows; maybe one of these could 

get my Cobalt back to the Lake

Flying Lizard ALMS Car exiting pit 
lane...helmet-less

Patrick Long dealing 
with the press

Below, after advice from Don Erickson to get more 
power, Dario Franchetti went on to win the series

Roger Johnson & 
Porsche factory driver 

Patrick Long in the 
Flying Lizard pits

Waiting 

Cragar/Hawk crew chief Nick Short

Dave Roberts in 
the Pits

Above: Cragar/Hawk team owner and 
Nord Stern member Dave Roberts
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NOW OR NEVER 
The fed has spoken…so put the pedal to the metal and don’t miss out! 

30 year fixed 4.5% 
Lower your mortgage rate and save thousands today!! 

Special discounts available to Nord Stern members only 
Call Bill Berard NOW @ 952-921-4955 ext.1 

 

Serving Nord Stern members since 1993 
7101 York Ave. 

Edina, MN 55435 
billb@mmamortage.com 

%

2.875% on a 7/1 arm
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Reporting from ‘down 
under’ are long-time 

Nord Stern members 
Susanne and Pat Clay 
who have emigrated back 
to Pat’s homeland. To say 
we are jealous is only the 
tip of the iceberg. What 
a gorgeous land, their 
economy is humming 
along and there’s an active 
Porsche Club. Cool! 

From an email early 
this year she reports they’ve been to a couple of PCNZ events, a 
drive touring the countryside ending up at a winery where they had 
a lamb on a spit (oh dear, we aren’t in Kansas anymore!) . . . then 
last weekend a Christmas beach party that was a total washout, 
although the Concours was held anyway. The water-cooled vs 
air-cooled annual tug of war was cancelled, though; the rope was 
too heavy and sloggy from the rain! 

It rained over an inch that afternoon. Let’s just say the Cayenne 
was the last vehicle to pull out of the park which got somewhat 
muddy be the end of the event. It was raining cats and dogs the 
whole time but that didn’t stop the kiwis from showing up with 
their P-cars anyway (yahoo, the way to be). They had a confirmed 
total of about 170 people. There was a good range of cars, we took 
some pics for you to give you an idea. Unfortunately it was raining 
so hard you couldn’t even see the beach just behind the park. 

We had gone to the beach the weekend before last, and knew 
you’d appreciate our Christmas car photo (photo far right)! We 
kept the MN plates just for a touch of home. The 2012 Porsche 
Parade is being hosted by our region (it’s in February 2012 and I 
know Pat and Susanne would love to see some Minnesota faces!). 
And of course she picked up the brochure and details. If only there 
was enough time in the calendar and dollars in the budget, sigh!

But good to know there are P car peeps to be found in all sorts 
of interesting places world-wide! Someday we will get there.

‘Down Under’ Reporting
from Susanne Clay

PCA Membership News and 
Discount Information . . . 
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Have you ever wondered why “torque vs. horsepower” has 
always drawn so much debate? I think it’s because since the 

definitions involve trigonometry and physics most people don’t 
want to go through the hassle of deciphering it all. Let me try to 
simplify it a bit.

Here’s the short of it: Horsepower (HP) doesn’t really exist, 
just torque!

You don’t believe me?
Here’s definition: Horsepower = (Torque x Engine Speed)/5252. 

So, HP is just a function of Torque.
But first we need to understand a few concepts:
Force is the pressure of one mass against another. In the 

metric system force is calculated in “Newtons”. Gravity is an easy 
example of a natural force and in the English system its unit is 
pounds. So we also use pounds as a basic unit of force.

Work is defined as force over distance and is calculated as 
Work = Force x Distance. Work is achieved when a force causes 
an object to move. The force placed on the object and the distance 
it moves is the work done.

Power is the amount of work that can be done in a certain 
amount of time and is calculated as Power = Work / Time. Power 
was originally defined by James Watt (inventor of the steam 
engine) who noted that a horse could lift at a rate of about 550 
lb-ft per second in an 8-hour shift.

To r q u e  i s  t h e 
tendency of a force to 
rotate an object about an 
axis and is defined as the 
force at any one point 
on the edge of a circle 
in the exact direction of 
rotation, multiplied by 
the radius (distance from 
the center).

As we explained 
above, in the metric system, force is calculated in Newtons, and 
distance is in meters, so the standard torque unit is Newton-Meter 
(N-M). In the Standard/English system, force is calculated in 
pounds and distance in feet. So the torque unit is lb-ft, usually 
called “foot-pounds” and sometimes also written as “ft/lb”.

Torque is the measure of the turning force of an object, such 
as a flywheel or a bolt. For example, pushing or pulling the handle 
of a wrench connected to a nut or bolt produces a torque (turning 
force) that loosens or tightens the nut or bolt.

Horsepower is a unit of power. It can be defined in multiple 
ways, but in its basic sense , it is defined as work done in a straight 
line as described above under “Power”. When the work is not done 
in a straight line (as in an automobile engine), it must be defined 
in a different way: Torque.

Torque vs. Horsepower
by Pedro Bonilla, Pedro’s Garage

Horsepower = (Torque x RPM) / 5252. It’s worthwhile noting 
that horsepower is not recognized in the International System of 
Units.

The reason Horsepower started being used was to compare 
the output of horses (which everyone understood) with that of 
the (then new - 1702) steam engines that could replace them. 
In a study done in 1993 to try to prove (or disprove) the theory 
it was found that one horse could produce a peak power over a 
few seconds as high as 15 hp. However it was observed that for 
sustained activity a work rate of about 1 hp per horse is consistent 
with what was determined in 1702.

Going back to the formula: HP = (Torque x RPM) / 5252 we 
can see that at an engine speed of 5,252 RPM Torque and HP are 
equal. That’s why when we see a graph of Torque / HP we see the 
lines always cross exactly at 5252 RPM.

But where does the 5252 come from? Watt’s definition for HP 
says: 1 HP = 550 lb-ft / sec, or 1 HP = 550 lb x 1 ft / 1 sec

If we convert straight-line work to its rotational equivalent 
the formula becomes: 1 HP = 550 lb-ft x 1 rad / 1 sec (a rad is a 
unit-less measure of a circular distance)

When we convert radians (rad) to revolutions and seconds to 
minutes the formula again evolves. Note: 6.28 rad per revolution 
(2 π) and 60 seconds in 1 minute

1 HP = (550 lb-ft x 1 rad / 1 sec) x (1 rev / 2 π rad) x 60 sec 
/ 1 min)

Multiplying and canceling, the formula simplifies to:
1 HP = 5252 lb-ft x 1 rev / 1 min which is the same as: 1 HP 

= 5252 lb-ft x 1 RPM
So, Horsepower = Torque x RPM / 5252.

If you’ve rear this far I applaud you, since you now know 
where 5252 comes from and why the HP and Torque curves cross 
each other.



Nord Stern November 2011	 21

Book Reviews for Porschephiles:
The Lost Spyder 
by Sean Michael

Review by Dale Trippler, Nord Stern

This is a book everyone can love. You don’t have to 
be a Porsche affecionato to enjoy this adventure, a 

cross between Raiders of the Lost Arc and James Bond. 
If you enjoy reading entertaining mysteries with many 
twists and turns, this is a book you will want to read.

Sean Michael is a Porsche owner and a long time 
PCA member who lives in Alabama. I met Sean and his 
wife, Kristy, at a restaurant in Hershey, PA during the 
50th Porsche Parade. Frank Thayer and I were having 
dinner one night when I spied a speed yellow Boxster 
pulling into the parking lot. When Sean and Kristy 
walked in, we waved them over and spent an extremely 
pleasant evening chatting over dinner.

Last month’s Panorama contained an article on The 
Lost Spyder with Sean and Kristy Michael’s picture 
featured. I went to the bookstore to buy a hard copy only 
to be informed that the “E” version was the only one 
available there. So an e-version became my constant 
companion for the next two days until I finished the book.

The Lost Spyder was almost impossible to put down. Each 
chapter inexorably took me to the next. While a lot of information 
about Porsches is packed into this wonderful book, as well as just 
how the Porsche company really works and its record-keeping 
systems, none of the information is complicated or drawn out. 
There is just enough information to provide what you need without 
weighing you down in unnecessary details.

The mystery revolves around an adult daughter’s search for 
her estranged father and the plot line flows like water downhill 
gaining speed and volume until you reach the conclusion. The 
character development was so good I couldn’t help but care about 
each of the primary characters. For me, that is what makes a good 
story great. Of course, there are some really unsavory characters, 
but that is life. The mystery takes you on a roller coaster ride of 
places and circumstances that will hold your interest long after 
you have finished the book.

I highly recommend The Lost Spyder to anyone who loves 
mysteries. If you love Porsches, even better. This book will have 
even more for you to love. 

The book is available in e-version and in paperback at some 
bookstores. For more information about the book check the web 
site: www.lostspyder.com.

– Photo above provided by Author Sean Michael 

http://www.lostspyder.com 
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Where We Were –
Where We Are –

Celebrating 50+ Years of Nord Stern
“Know your history or you might have to repeat it” doesn’t really 
apply to our car hobby but any automotive history gets interesting 
for most of us who have been doing the car thing for a while. 
Long-time Nord Stern member Gordon Doering has contributed his 
newsletter back issues to the club, as have several other members 
now that this column has acquired a ‘life of its own’ as it hopefully 
entertains while enlightening us members!

While some of the old newsletter information is quaint, occasionally 
you see something that boggles the mind; are we on the same 
planet?

-Ron Faust

November 1972

A member’s full-page Letter to the Editor of the Tribune •	
debates the proposed increase in MN license fees on the 
value of the vehicle. I think this system went through and 
eventually had me annually paying about 5% of the value of 
an older Audi for the license sticker. Jessie Ventura fixed all 
that . . . for a while. 

The centerfold is two pages of autocross standings through •	
six timed events in 1971. Over 60 members scored points in 
one or more events. It’s amazing how this competition has 
dwindled for a number of reasons.

A technical article describes 914 fires that have destroyed •	
multiple cars across the country. A battery cover was 
apparently added to prevent rainwater from overfilling the 
battery acid; the acid overflowed onto fuel lines.

The Market Place lists a 1967 912 for $3400.•	

January-February 1981

Dick Guthart is President.“Gordie” Maltby is Newsletter •	
Editor and introduces a new two-column format. Did they 
know he was a pro? 

Advertising rates are listed: $30, $125, and $200 for a full •	
page add once, six times, or 12 times respectively. 

Two 1980 books are reviewed: Chris Harvey’s •	 Great 
Marques-Porsche for $6.95 and Michael Cotton’s The 
Porsche 911 and Derivatives for $14. The former still sits in 
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Photo, left:

A few really cool photos from 
the holiday party 1980. We’ve 

evidently always been a group that 
knows how to party!

Receiving his warm stuffy award is 
longtime member Denny Guentzel 
who now is retired and resides in 
Wyoming with wife Eunie. 

Photo, below, Even the advertising 
was beautiful!

Photo, preceding page far left top is 
November 1972 cover art

Photo, preceding page far left 
bottom: Who knew M. C. Escher 
could design 911 mufflers too?

Photo preceding page left, Cover 
January/February 1981

my reference library; the (now vintage) 
photography is wonderful. 

Although 1980 total revenue was $14,309, •	
the treasury balance was only $2,933 when 
the new year began. 
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The Scans Continue –

Photo right, Maybe we should resurrect the 
‘Winter Beater Rally’ idea as the season is 
just about upon us. Not that there are the 
truly winter beaters there once where . . . 
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The meeting was called to order by President Bret Bailey at the 
new location, Lifetime Fitness in Eden Prairie.
Treasurer – Jeff Bluhm

Indicated cash flow is better. Four of the five track events •	
were in the black.

Social – Carrie John
Checked the Air National Guard Museum and determined it •	
was a nice venue but not for that time of the year. 
Planning to hold the event at Morrie’s Long Lake facility. •	
Confirmed date of 01/21/12 and working on details.•	
Discussed the idea of putting a new car like a GT3RS in the •	
banquet area.

Advertising – Jim Bahner 
New Advertisers are working out.•	
Working on transition positions that still need filling along •	
with next year’s budget.

Newsletter – Christie Boeder
New printer has been great.•	
Flow of material has been good for the newsletter.•	
It was brought up the Board is looking at trying to get the •	
magazine back on a monthly basis.
Discussed how the newsletter can always use:•	

Tech articles and if possible combine with a local •	
interest story.
Promotion for upcoming events.•	
Past event coverage.•	
Article on something Nord Stern has done.•	
Any special interest or restoration stories are •	
welcome.

Membership – Ed Vazquez
Planning March’s new member meetings. Trying to •	
finalize the dates. One will be held at Auto Edge and one at 
MotorPlex.
Discussed ideas to gain new membership. •	

Website – Bret Bailey 
The site needs to be refreshed over the winter.•	
Looking at PayPal online registration.•	
Indicated if anyone is interested or wants to work on the •	
website to let him know.

Dealer Relations – Roger Johnson
No Report•	

Tech Sessions – Keith Fritze
New hybrid Cayenne.•	

Autocross – Harvey Robideau
No report.•	

Met Council – Bob Kosky
No report.•	

Charity – Keith Jones
No report.•	

Insurance – Michelle Johnson

October Nord Stern Business Meeting Minutes
by Michael John

Nothing new to report.•	
Club Race – Roger Johnson/Ron Smith

Nothing new to report.•	
DE – Jim O’Brien

Found some event masters.•	
Discussed goal is to get events published sooner on •	
website.

Track Relations – Rick Laverdiere
We are looking for a chair for this position.•	

DE Registration – 
Was discussed that Dave Anderson indicated he will •	
continue in this position although he was not at the meeting 
to confirm.

Driver Training – Ron Johnson
Focus is to get more people in driver’s training.•	
Involve more clubs – Mercedes, Audi, BMW.•	
Discussed advertising DE and Track events in these clubs •	
newsletters.

Drives – Mike Lancial
Will continue in this role.•	

Rally – Dale Trippler / Scott Welz
Bret noted Dale indicated he had a plan in place.•	

Concours - 
Noted it will continue.•	

Safety – Keith Erickson
Sent some documents to specifically help new track drivers. •	
These will be forwarded to Jim Bahner. Discussed how these 
would be helpful to get ahead of time and could benefit 
everyone not just new track members.

Historic Archivist – Kim Fritze
Nothing new to report.•	

New Business:
Procedures Manual was discussed. Bret is asking all Chairs •	
to compile a list of responsibilities, notes, or procedures for 
their role by November 18th. We need to more easily bring 
new Chairs up to speed. Any format is acceptable and send 
it to Bret Bailey.
Club Race Alternate Enduro was discussed. Ron Johnson •	
was asked to pull a team together to investigate and complete 
due diligence by preparing a plan to present to the Nord 
Stern Board of Directors. The plan will cover a list of 
issues provided by the Board along with any other pertinent 
information. 
Kevin from Imola brought up Facebook links. Imola has a •	
news feed on every page and he will share how to do this if 
we would like. 

Respectfully submitted,
Michael John, Secretary
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Industry-Leading Cabling Solutions
Structured Network Solutions, Inc. is a leading, nationwide provider of structured cabling systems, project and 

implementation management for voice, data, audio, and video networks. From copper and fiber optic premise solutions 
to telecommunications connectivity to the installation of data networks.

Lon Tusler 	 lon@snscabling.com
632 Mendelssohn Avenue North	 763-545-1116
Golden Valley, MN 55427	 www.snscabling.com

!

2012 Nord Stern Officers 
Election Time

President:	 Jim Bahner_ _________________________________________ r 
write-in	 ____________________________________________________ r		
	
Vice President:	R on Johnson_________________________________________ r 
write-in	 ____________________________________________________ r		

Secretary:	M ichael John_________________________________________ r 
write-in	 ____________________________________________________ r		

Treasurer:	 Jeff Bluhm___________________________________________ r		
write-in	 ____________________________________________________ r

Board of Directors:	 Bret Bailey___________________________________________ r

Mark your ballot and return to: (both member and associate may send in separate votes). Officers will be 
presented at the upcoming Holiday Party in January 2012

Bret Bailey 
 2539 Bridle Creek Trl
Chanhassen, MN 55317-9372
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Porsche Club Of America

Nord Stern 

2012 Holiday Party

Saturday, January 21
Morrie’s in Long Lake

Morrie’s Bodyworks in Long Lake repairs all makes and models 
Facility and car tours will be ongoing

6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Cost: TBA

So Mark Your Calendars NOW

Nord Stern’ Winter Party! 
to include food and beverages (beer/wine)

An evening devoted to having fun, socializing,  
and introducing your 2012 Club Officers - Join us!

More information to be announced, questions:

Carrie John
11209 Oregon Ave N.
Champlin, MN 55316

cjohn1292@gmail.com
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WORLD CLASS WINES FROM THE ROLLING HILLS  
OF THE ST. CROIX RIVER VALLEY.

WWW.CHATEAUSTCROIX.COM

Chateau St. Croix Winery, 1998A State Road 87 St. Croix Falls, WI 54024

Chateau St. Croix Winery 

nurburgring,inc.
                                                   restoration of fine vintage Porsche automobiles

..working at a Union 76 station in 1970, I completed my first oil change on a 1969 Porsche 912. 

    I have been a professional Porsche mechanic ever since that humble beginning 40 years ago.
     For 33 of those years, I have provided uncompromising service to Porsche owners at the Nurburgring, Inc. 

Of recent, I have accepted an opportunity to continue my career in a new direction.
I will be a curator for a private Porsche collection.

I would like to thank all of you who have supported the Nurburgring, Inc. through the years.

Rick Moe
nurburgring, inc.

dasring.com
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Classifieds

Members of the region are welcome to place ads of a non-
commercial nature at no charge for two months. $10 for non-
members. Submissions must be received by the 10th of the month 
prior to publication date: editor@nordstern.org.

2002 996TT
Gorgeous 2002 996 Twin Turbo for sale. 24k miles, silver/silver, 
supple leather, carbon fiber package, short shift, Tech art front & 
rear spoilers, 19” HRE wheels (deep dish) GT2 turbo’s, evolution 
motor sports fuel management, Fab Speed exhaust, 550 +hp, sway 
bars, PS9 shocks, freshly corner balanced and aligned. No accidents 
clean car fax. This car has over 170k invested in it. Drive the best 
for only 55k. Bill 612 961 4310. billb@mmamortgage.com

Time to restock the garage - 1990 964 C
4150k miles, 5k on split case Autoedge rebuild to stock. Car is in 
pretty good shape, drive regularly in the summer. Everything works 
with the known heater/air quirks. Only modifications are lowered 
HRE progressive springs and after market chip. $18,000 OBO. Ray 
Newman, Raycnewman©comcast.net, 612.202.1370

1989 944 TS track car
Currently without glass, and interior in process. Full cage,Fresh 
(20 minutes) rebuilt 400+hp Lindsey/Autoedge motor, Huntley 
Racing, Penske Shocks, Coil overs, Boost control computer, Evo 
II seats, two sets of HRE wheels + Factory Wheels. Needs Lexan 
and Interior finished to be on track for PCA GT3. Reasonable 
offers entertained.Ray Newman, Raycnewman©comcast.net, 
612.202.1370

914 Wheels
Front and Rear (w/spoiler), Fiberglass Deck Lids, white, new, stock 
appearing underside. $160 Each: Steel wheels 1973 914-4 widen to 
6 1/2” have four. $40 set. Gary Greiner, 701 E. 9th St. Superior, WI 
54880, 218.348.1849 (cell), e-mail gtgcnw8976©hotmail.com.

Wheels
Set of 6 OZ Racing Fittipaldi 17 inch 3 piece wheels with center 
caps. Porsche 5x130 bolt pattern. Four 8 1/2 J x 17 H2E56 
wheels.

Two 9 1/2 J x 17 H2E56 wheels. 4 wheels have used BFG Comp 
T/A R1s mounted (235/45x17 and 255/40x17) and 2 wheels do not 
have tires mounted. $900/OBO. Chuck Ready ready_c©hotmail.
com or 651-484-6392

Your preferred collision repair & paint 
center for Porsches and other fine 

automobiles since 1958
Factory paint matchingnn

Paintless dent repair by Juergen’s Dent Kraftnn

I-Car & A.S.E. certified techniciansnn

Insurance estimates acceptednn

Coordination/negotiations with insurance adjustersnn

Towing Servicenn

Rental cars availablenn

Recommended by major insurance companiesnn

Recommended by automobile Dealersnn

Frenn e written estimates

Collision Center, Inc. 
900 Florida Avenue South 
Golden Valley, MN 55426 

Phone: 763.541.9727Fax: 763.541.0371 
www.collisioncentermn.com
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5

Nord Stern Region of the Porsche Club of America 

invite you to their annual lunch and matinée outing to the Old Log Theater. This year we will be enjoying a performance of 



A Comedy by John Patrick

This classic comedy is about the in-
fectiously cheerful optimist Opal Kro-
nkie and a trio of down and out con 
artists.  Opal, a middle-aged recluse, 
lives in a tumble-down mansion at the 
edge of the municipal dump.   The 
general disarray of her establishment 
is aggravated by the fact that Opal 
collects things--anything that can be 
toted home in her little red wagon.   
Into her rather strange world come 
the con artists Gloria, Bradford and 
Solomon.  The crooks decide that 
what Opal needs is plenty of insur-
ance, a rapid demise and three ben-
eficiaries (themselves).  The unsa-
vory trio concoct several elaborate 
schemes to “do in” Opal, only to be 
thwarted by her oddball antics.

The outing consists of good cars, food, friends, and laughter (not nece-
sarily in that order). We will meet at the Old Log Theater for lunch and then 
stay to watch the matinee.

The lobby and bar at the Old Log Theater open at 11:30am. Luncheon 
seating begins at 12:00pm, luncheon is served at 12:30pm. The show 
begins promptly at 2:00pm.

You have a choice of one of five main course entrées for lunch: Roast 
Crown of Pork, Crispy Southern Style Country Baked Chicken, Beef Stro-
ganoff, Walleye Pike Almandine or Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli (vege-
tarian). All meals include: Mixed Green Salad & House Dressing, Potatoes 
O’Brian, Vegetables, French Bread & Butter, Dessert:
Apple Crisp, Beverage: Coffee, Tea or Milk.

Please make your meal selection on the reservation form below. Each reserva-
tion is $37.50 per person which includes lunch and your ticket to the show.

Please send reservation form (below) and payment to your events hosts 
(MBCA club members) John Elliot & Beth Kraus, 5904 Lee Valley Road, 
Edina, MN 55439. Their phone number is (952) 829-5142 if you have ques-
tions. Make checks payable to: “MBCA-Twin City Section

*All reservations and payment must be received by October 27, 2011*

Sunday, November 20, 2011
Social Hour & Cash Bar starts at 11:30am
Lunch Seating at 12:00 noon
Lunch @ 12:30pm, Performance @ 2:00pm

If you need to run directions use:
Old Log Theater
5185 Meadville Street
Greenwood, MN 55331 
Box office Ph: (952) 474-5951

Yes! I / We would like to attend the Mercedes-Benz Club / Porsche Club Old Log Theater outing! Cost is $37.50 per person. 
Please list name of each attendee, Check one main entrée selection per person: 

Attendee#1 Name: ________________________________  Attendee#2 Name:________________________________ 
Roast Crown of Pork    ______  Roast Crown Pork    ______
Crispy Southern Style Country Baked Chicken ______  Crispy Southern Style Baked Chicken  ______
Beef Stroganoff     ______  Beef Stroganoff     ______ 
Walleye Pike Almandine    ______  Walleye Pike Almandine    ______ 
Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli   ______  Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli   ______ 

Total $ Amount Enclosed:_____________

Mail this Reservation form with payment to: John Elliot & Beth Kraus, 5904 Lee Valley Road, Edina, MN 55439
Make checks payable to: “MBCA-Twin City Section”

CUT OUT AND ENCLOSE IN ENVELOPE

“Everybody Loves Opal”

and the
The Mercedes-Benz Club of America Twin Cities Section
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Take the concern out of owning a  
996 or Boxster

Have the pros at Auto Edge  
 replace your IMS rear bearing
with an updated retrofit bearing
BEFORE engine replacement

Is your only option. 

Don’t wait to find metal shavings in your 
 oil filter by then it may be too late! 

Check our web site for  
more info on M96  

Intermediate Shaft failure 

996/997 Turbo & GT3  
Coolant pipe welding

Check out our project cars on  
AutoEdgeRacing.com

651-777-6924 

IN-HOUSE DYNO TUNING

Factory Trained Technicians  
with over 30 years experience  

Trust us to service your  
non Porsche vehicles as well. 

Rental cars available  
at our location 

Est.
1994

Maintenance | Performance | Race Prep 

Winter Special 
Free Enclosed 

Trailer pick up and 
delivery for any 

service over $1000 
(Up to 90 miles away) 

Through 4-1-12 


