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Cover: Photo by Bob Carlson
“When I saw the snowy morning blanket on my little 

(zenith blue) 911 one fall morning, I just had to capture it. 
This may not happen again, as she won’t be driven in the 
winter, but will sit uncovered in the garage to be admired 
all winter long, as “art” should be.” Editor’s note:  Bob 

sent this photo in the other day and what a cover it makes. 
Bob’s a newer member so welcome!

D e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  .  .  .  g e t t i n g  t h e r e  i s  h a l f  t h e  f u n .
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N o r d  S t e r n

Nord Stern is the official monthly publication of the Nord Stern Region, PCA Inc. Articles herein 
are those of the author’s and do not necessarily represent the official position of PCA, the Nord 
Stern Region, or their members.

The editor reserves the right to edit all material. Articles and classifieds for publication in Nord 
Stern must be submitted by the 7th of each month prior to publication.

Permission is given to chartered regions of PCA to reprint articles in their newsletters if credit 
is given to the author and Nord Stern.

Nord Stern membership is $20 per calendar year. Nord Stern subscriptions for non-PCA 
members are $24.

Want Ad insertions are free for Nord Stern members, $10 for nonmembers and should be sent 
to the editor. Contact the advertising manager for further retail advertising information.

Please contact staff for any event coverage you need
e-mail address: editor@nordstern.org website: http://www.nordstern.org

Online issues, past and present are available in pdf format at http://www.nordstern.org

Christie Boeder, Editor 
11919 Hilloway Rd. W. 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
612 845-4509 (cell) or 
editor©nordstern.org

Ad Mgr. 
Jim Bahner, see Officer listing for 
contact details.

Jill Daneu, Staff Writer/Photog
952 432-3486

Ron Faust, Staff Writer/Photog
218 961-1617
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Addresses available upon request for chairperson/s or Board members.  
Call Christie Boeder 612 845-4509 (note: old phone number no longer active).

2009 Officers & Committee Chairs
Address changes

Plus!

“How to Join both PCA and 
Nord Stern Region of PCA”

Call Ed Vazquez at 
612.720.0760 (cell) 

or email: 
edmn911©ºaol.com

Leave your name, address and 
both home and work phone 

numbers. 
Your application/s will be sent 

out right away! 
 

Address Changes:

Name: __________________

Old: ____________________

 ________________________

 ________________________

 ________________________

New: ___________________

 ________________________

 ________________________

 ________________________

send to: 
Ed Vazquez 

18918 Dorenkemper Place 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 

 
Reminder:Annual Dues are: 
$20 for January to December

Check your mailing label 
for your expiration date!!!!! 

Send Steve your address/phone 
number changes!!

President
Bob Barker
14867 Boulder Pointe Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55347

952 949-0140, x312 or bbarker©slogic.com
Vice-President
Kim Fritze
2515 Countryside Drive
Orono, MN 55356-9740

kimfritze©aol.com or 612-275-4891
secretary
Dale Trippler 651 490-1485

daletrippler©comcast.net
Treasurer
Jeff Bluhm
6767 Marsh Ridge Ct. 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346

952 975-5931 (h) or 612 371-1148 (w) 
jbluhm©oldrepnatl.com

50th Anniversary
Lee Jacobsohn speed©tela.com
Advertising
Jim Bahner 
Autocross & Time Trial
Harvey Robideau 952 361 4872 

p911SC©earthlink.net
Board of Directors
Rick LaVerdiere 651 998-1511

ricklav968©hotmail.com
Cal Townsend 952 431-4442 

twn820©aol.com
Pam Viau 651-324-5785

pkviau©comcast.net
Charity Fundraiser 
Keith Jones 952-829-5989 ext 203

keithj©moscoe.com
Concours
Brian Mayer bdmayer©comcast.net
Club Race 
Roger Johnson 763 557-9578

rogerdjohnson©comcast.net
Dealer Relations
Roger Johnson 763 557-9578 

rogerdjohnson©comcast.net
Driver Education  
Andrew Busche 612 824-3547 

andrew.busche©watsonwyatt.com
Driver Education Registrar  
Keith Fritze 612 275-4891

nsrfritze©yahoo.com
Driver Training
Ron Johnson 952.476.7445
Drives
Mike Lancial 952 929-2762

thelancials©msn.com
Randy Walker 

rswalker©baldwin-telecom.net
Fall Color
John & Suzanne Dixon eyerack©tcq.net
German Car Fest
Paul Bergquist 952 937-1822 
 Mercedes-Benz Club 
Historic Archivist
Kim Fritze 612-275-4891

Historic Archivist
Kim Fritze 612-275-4891

kimfritze©aol.com
Insurance Chair
Michele Johnson 952.476.7445

micheledj©earthlink.net
Membership  
Ed Vazquez 612.720.0760 

edmn911©aol.com
Met Council  
Bob Kosky 952 938-6887 
 4tun8©usfamily.net
Newsletter  
Christie Boeder 612 845-4509 

editor©nordstern.org
Rally
Dale Trippler 651 490-1485

daletrippler©comcast.net
Scott Welz 651-777-6494

scottwelz©aol.com
Road America DE
Dave Anderson 763 479-8231 

david©anderson.com
Rules  
Bret Bailey 952.240.4782 (cell) 

bb©bretbailey.com
Harvey Robideau 952 361 4872 

p911SC©earthlink.net
safety
Tom Renfer
Dave Anderson 763 479-8231 

david©anderson.com
Bob Huston
shop Relations  
Mark Kedrowski mark©blueearth.net 
social  
Kim Fritze 612 275-4891

kimfritze©aol.com
Taste of the Track
Ron and Michele Johnson 952.476.7445

micheledj©earthlink.net
Timing and scoring
Ed Tripet 952 471-0065

tripet5©mchsi.com
Scott Welz 651-777-6494

scottwelz©aol.com
Touring
Mike Lancial 952 929-2762

thelancials©msn.com
Randy Walker

rswalker©baldwin-telecom.net
Track (BIR & RA) Relations
Rick LaVerdiere 651 998-1511

ricklav968©hotmail.com
Webmaster
Bret Bailey 952 470-5002

bb©bretbailey.com
Zone 10 Rep

Doug Pierce 
19412 West 100th Street 

Lenexa, Kansas 66220 
913-897-5444 Cell 

913-780-6979 Home 
FAX: 913-780-6863 

zone10rep©yahoo.com
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2009 Advertising Rates

Ad frequency X1-5  x6-11  x12 
Full pg.   $123 $107  $70
1/2 pg.   $77  $69  $50
1/4 pg.  $46  $39 $30 
1/8 pg.   N/A  $30  $20 
Inside Covers N/A  N/A $85 

Back cover  N/A  N/A  NA 
Business Card N/A  N/A $20
Ad sizes (maximum dimensions):
Full page:  8” wide by 10.5” high
1/2 page:  8” wide by 5.25” high
1/4 page:  8” wide by 2.625” high; 4” wide by 5.25” high
1/8 page:  8” wide by 1.3” high; 4” wide by 2.625” high
Back Cover:  8” by 7” 
All ads B/W in print, color online. Preferred formats include: hi-res pdf,
high-res jpg, tif, Publisher, Word, most files can be accommodated.
Contract and 6 month payment required for ad insertion

Amiot Financial Group ..................................................................................................38
Anderson Motorsport Inc ...............................................................................................19
Apex SPG .......................................................................................................................20
Auto Acquisition ............................................................................................................30
Auto Edge ......................................................................................................................BC
Bursch Travel ...................................................................................................................7
Car Biz Board: Dent Kraft PDR, Diamond Interiors, Diversified Cryogenics,  
Jeppesen Imports, Performance Auto & Audio, Restoration Glass, Sterling Enterprises, 
Trackside Tire ...................................................................................................................9
Carousel Automobiles ................................................................................................. IBC
Chateau St. Croix Winery ..............................................................................................32
Collision Center, Inc. .....................................................................................................20
Courtney Truck Service ..................................................................................................21
Euro Car .......................................................................................................................IFC
FindCars.com .................................................................................................................20
FlatSix ............................................................................................................................38
Higgins Insurance/Tom Walgren ......................................................................................7
Imola Motorsports IFC
Maplewood Imports .................................................................................................... IBC
Mortgage Marketing Associates .....................................................................................21
Motorplex Minneapolis ..................................................................................................18
Nurburgring, Inc. ............................................................................................................32
Raymond Autobody .......................................................................................................23
Sears Imported Autos .....................................................................................................30
Structured Solutions Network ........................................................................................18

The Prez Sez . . . 
by Bob Barker 

You know it’s fall when the chatter on Clubtalk turns to 
things like people looking for places to store cars and tips 

for winterizing them. There’s plenty of discussion behind fuel 
additives, which fluids to change before and after storage, battery 
maintainers, raising tire pressures, car covers, etc. Our members 
are a veritable treasure trove of both good ideas and, no matter 
how valid, the detailed scientific justification for them. 

I think the most entertaining tips I’ve heard over the years 
are those for keeping the rodents at bay. They have included, of 
course, traps around the perimeter. Do you go with the sticky 
ones, the enclosed ones or the good old fashioned ones that catch 
fingers too? Everyone’s got their personal preference. Don’t 
forget the dryer sheets (up the exhaust?), sprinkling moth balls 
throughout the interior, steel wool shoved in any possible hole 
they might try to enter, etc. If memory serves, there was even the 
suggestion of using Red Fox urine at the mouse entrance points 
under the theory that the smell of a perceived predator is a good 
deterrent. Apparently this stuff is available at sporting goods 
stores to help hunters mask their scent while in pursuit of big 
game. I’m not sure I’m ready to go to that extreme. I’m happy 
just spending nights perched atop the workbench in my shop, 
with my infrared night-vision goggles on and trusty .50 caliber 
rifle in hand, surgically sniping the little buggers one at a time as 
they approach my 911.

Besides tips for keeping our stored cars mouse free, this time 
of the year brings a swing to more of the social activities in the 
club. Check the calendar here in the Nord Stern, and make your 
reservation now for the upcoming Awards Banquet and Holiday 
Party. Both are always a good time to relax, enjoy some off-

season time with one another and for those of us with spouses or 
significant others that are not as active, bring them along and be 
sure they understand how fun this group of people really is.

This month is your opportunity to vote for your officers for 
next year by marking and returning the ballot that’s attached to 
this issue. I’d encourage you to not just vote, but recognize the 
great service that these people, as well as our numerous committee 
chairs and other volunteers, are doing to ensure that we have an 
active, vital club. Please consider giving back by getting involved 
yourself when you see an opportunity of if someone approaches 
you for help. That’s what I did several years ago, first as Assistant 
Safety Chair, then Safety Chair, then Secretary, Vice President and 
now President. I remember feeling that I had no idea what I needed 
to do when I first got involved. But that has seldom prevented me 
from trying something in life so I went for it. By doing so I’ve 
learned there’s no better way to get more out of Nord Stern than 
by giving something back!

So many roads to drive, so little time. Enjoy!

-Bob
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Welcome . . . New Members 
(and returning members!) 
We hope to see you at upcoming events!

So, Just What Do We Do In Nord Stern??!

A brief synopsis of activities and events offered by your club, Nord Stern,  
and/or PCA or, just enough info to pique your interest??!!

Autocross: A low-speed driving event, teaching one how to maneuver one’s car around a 
set course of pylons on a closed circuit. Instruction is available, drivers compete against 
the clock. No modifications to one’s car are necessary. Some safety equipment needed 
(helmet).

Concours: A setting where Porsches are displayed for general viewing and/or inspection 
competition. Experienced judges evaluate the various models based upon cleanliness, 
overall condition and authenticity.

Driver Training: A driving course designed to teach and enhance high speed driving skill 
and technique on an actual race course. Training includes classroom sessions, on-track 
‘exercises’ plus supervised lapping sessions. A Pre-Requisite for Driver Ed participation 
and NOT to be confused with Driver Education events. Driver Training includes both 
Novice and Intermediate level options. Check with DT Chair for additional options. 

Driver Education: High speed driving event on a closed-course racetrack (Brainerd, 
Blackhawk Farms, Road America) where drivers are grouped according to prior lap 
times. Prior Driver Training participation is required. Performance enhancements are 
frequently made (but not required!).

Time Trials: On course timed lap with controlled starts and exiting.

PCA Club Racing: Wheel-to-wheel competition between drivers who hold PCA club 
racing licenses. There is a race class for every model Porsche. Safety modifications to 
your vehicle required.

Rally: An event wherein a driver and co-driver complete a predetermined route 
along open roads following a specific set of navigational instructions. Can be a 

TDS (time-distance-speed) or a ‘fun’ rally.

Social: Organized gatherings of club members, affiliates and family 
member to meet, eat and drink beverages! See our motto on pg. 3!

Tech Session: Casual educational session that span a wide range of 
topics, from general maintenance, through Concours prep, performance 
enhancements and general car/mechanical knowledge!

ClubTalk/TechTalk: E-mail listservs for member subscribers focusing 
on car issues and discussions as well as a place to ask questions, get 

recommendations and comments. Get last minute breaking news on 
upcoming events and activities. See Nord Stern’s website for directions on how 

to subscribe.

Welkommen . . . 
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Bursch Travel   Crossroads Shopping Center    1201 S Broadway, Suite 76 
Rochester MN  55904    507-281-3652  800-243-3652    www.burschtravel.com 

 

  

                     
   

                       
 

 

 

BURSCH TRAVEL 

SPECIALIZING IN WORLDWIDE LUXURY TRAVEL 

LET MY KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE WORK FOR YOU IN PLANNING YOUR NEXT VACATION               

 

 

 

“Did you know American Express Travelers Cheques and Gift products are available at Bursch Travel?” Call today! 

 

BJ Peterson 

Nord Stern Member 

bjp@burschtravel.com 

From the Editor . . .
by Christie Boeder

 

Tom Walgren 
 612‐789‐7231 

HOME  AUTO  COLLECTOR CARS  BUSINESS  LIFE  LONG TERM CARE 

2214 Central Avenue North East ‐ Minneapolis, MN 55418 

tomw@higginsagency.com 

 

First things first, if you haven’t read Bob Barker’s column 
then go do it now! Then come back and read mine. Although 

there is no way I can be as funny as he is this month. I started 
to laugh so hard I had to stop reading! And additionally he had 
some great comments about the club and about the art, the joy, 
the work of volunteering that I thought were right on. So go read 
the ‘Prez Sez!’

And now on to my little commentary. Lots and lots of follow 
up event photos in this issue. While I could say that working with 
all those pictures is what slowed me up this month on turning the 
issue around, that would not quite be right. Other stuff in life just 
was kind of sneaky and interferred. But I sure was glad to have 
so many wonderful images of some recent events. The Beer and 
Brat tour headed up by our very active Rochester group looked 
like great fun and we were sorry we were out of town for that. 
Instead we were sweating down in Florida on a little vacation 
time we tacked on the end of Bruce’s stewarding duties at the 
recent Daytona Beach Club Race. It was a smaller race this year 
but being at the Daytona Speedway is always a treat and we 
enjoyed spending time with fellow PCA’ers! I am always amazed 
at the hospitality that can be experienced at the different regions 
within PCA.

This issue also has the info on our upcoming Annual Meeting 
and Awards Dinner night. I always like this evening because it 
tends to be low-key with lots of time to catch up with friends. 
Some events are so busy, busy, busy and this is one of the few 
times we all can just sit around and enjoy the cammaraderie so 
get your reservation and dinner choice/s in now!

Next I wanted to point out the wonderful article in the latest 
Pano - ours just arrived on Saturday - written by our very own Fred 
Senn. Many members who have been on track or in the club over 
the years know Fred as a great instructor, teacher and raconteur 
par excellence. Many of you probably have no idea who he is if 
you are newer to the club. Fred is not driving on track these days 
although he continues to instruct for the Driver Training days.

Fred is one of the founding members of what is now known 
as Fallon Worldwide. This firm has been highly successful and 
known for its creativity, innovation and integrity. And one thing 
Fred does so well is write . . . be sure to check out this great article 
on the coaching program Club Racing is striving to incorporate into 
its program as it seeks to continue to provide venues for drivers 
to improve their skills and experiences in the world of amateur 
racing. Club Racing choose Brainerd to roll out this program so 
many of us had the opportunity to meet David Murry.

More than anything I was once again struck by how active 
Nord Stern members are on both the local and national level. It 
frankly makes me extremely proud to call Nord Stern my home 
region. And to have the opportunity to spend time with so many 
talented and, franky, very cool people. Not only is Fred very 
talented and a tremendous asset to our club, he’s just an all around 
great guy and fun to know! And he is just one of a number of ‘very 
cool people’ in this club.

Seriously, thanks to each and everyone of the many Nord 
Stern volunteers who care and take the time and effort to continue 
keep our club fresh, relevant and vibrant!

And with that final note, PLEASE note that ‘Dues are Due’. 
Our dues are a mere $20 per year (this goes to defray the newsletter 
expenses and frankly that doesn’t cover it) and run January through 
December. Do Renew! We like sending out the newsletter! 
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Letters to the Editor . . .

Fall Color Tour 2009 Extraordinaire!

Gayle and I just wanted to thank John Dixon and crew on 
another well done Fall Color tour. It was great fun and the 

largest turnout I have ever witnessed. 
Anyone who has not experienced this tour should definitely 

make it a point to go next year! 
– Cheers!, Mike Robinson/2002 Boxster S

Big Thank-You to John Dixon and all the volunteers that put 
on this great weekend. What a turn out we had with what 

was said to be one of the largest groups ever. Lots of nice P cars ( 
I think 45) on the road to Ely is always fun. Weather was fantastic 
and as always we had a great time. 

If you have not had the chance to join this group on this Color 
Tour Weekend you need to make your plans for next year.

 – Greg Adams/1977 Red 930

Jo and I had a great time again this year. Wonderful weather and 
beautiful scenery, and the color in the trees was nice too.

Thanks to John, Jill, Ed, Keith, Sarah, Tim, Ron, Claire, and 
anyone else who helped make the event happen. It takes a lot of 
work by many people for things to go smoothly. Events like this 
don’t just happen. Contact John and volunteer for next year.

Since this event is getting so large with so many people 
participating, some of us golf nuts have added another activity 
to the weekend. Five couples (5 Porsches) left the Twin Cities 
Thursday at noon and formed a caravan at Tobies for a drive up to 
the Fortune Bay Casino. We had dinner together Thursday night 
and played a little at the Casino. Friday morning we had two tee 
times at The Wilderness golf course.

If you are a golfer, you really should play The Wilderness. It 
is a great golf course. The casino has a Stay and Play special for 
golfers. Also, if bringing your clubs is a problem, the course has 
rental clubs which they do not charge for if you stay the night at 
the Resort.

If you are interested in joining us NEXT year for some golf 
on Thursday and/or Friday, send me an email. I will be organizing 
the golf again for next year and I would like to put together a list 
of potential players.

This does NOT interfere with any of the regular FCT 
activities. We finished our Friday round and had lunch at the club 
and then drove to Bluefin arriving around 5 PM in plenty of time 
for the 7:30 PM party.

Thanks again to John and all the volunteers and to all who 
participated. Number 17 is in the history books, can’t wait for 
#18!

– Dale Trippler/2006 Speed Yellow Boxster S

Finally! Carol and I are Fall Color Tour “veterans” and not 
“newbs”. Should have done this a long time ago but somehow 

it never worked out until now.
Great opening in the weather on Saturday. Had some rain 

going up, but did we get hammered coming out of Detroit Lakes 
on the way home. I hope those of you heading south had a better 
time of it. But still, that was just a reminder of what a great day 
Saturday was.

I understand why everyone applauds John Dixon. Some 
45 cars and almost 90 Porschephiles . . . the old “herding cats” 
Superbowl commercial comes to mind. :-)

It truly was a great time . . . highly recommended if you 
haven’t experienced it. Thanks to John and everyone else (I know 
there were a lot of you) who pitched in.

– Roger Grimm, Fargo, ND
1968 Sand Beige 911 Coupe

and 1984 Moss Green Carrera

Changing Oil

Well . . . For 2 years in a row, I’ve ended up with a mess 
on my garage floor. The first year was my first oil change 

for the 911. I thought I had prepared well with a 15 qt drain 
pan. I neglected to read the directions, though, and assumed 
that it worked like the one I used growing up. Unfortuneately, it 
didn’t and I ended up with a ton of oil on the garage floor. I read 
the directions afterward to discover my error. The drain pan is 
rectangular and flat with a funnel indentation on the large face 
where there is a yellow funnel inside the indentation. I thought 
there was a hole at the bottom of this funnel indentation, but there 
isn’t. You have to screw the yellow funnel to the capped opening. 
There is also another capped opening that would be at the top by 
the handle when it is standing upright.

Continued on page 13
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Harry@diamond-int.com

redsportq@eworld3.net

TRACKSIDE TIRE 
Paul and Lynn Beyl 

        952 593-9104 
 

WWW.TRACKSIDETIRE.COM 

                     

Radar Detection Systems • 
Audio Rear Seat • 
Entertainment 
iPod Integraton • 
Specializing in European • 
Marques 

KEITH REED
(952) 939-0804  

kreedauto@comcast.net 

www.dentkraftpdr.com

Sterling Enterprises
DETAILING OF FINE AUTOMOBILES 

JOHN BIESECKER 
7600 W. 27th Street Suite 238 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426

Cell: 612.598.7920 

john.biesecker@gmail.com

Call Center
763-767-9800
952-931-9932

10 locations!
FaX: 651-288-

0091
www.restorationautoglass.com

Car Biz Board . . .
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PCA Zone 10 Calendar 
Courtesy Doug Pierce, Zone 10 Rep

NOVEMBER 2009
10 PCA Palooza, Eureka Springs, AR 
14 Porsche Dinner Dakota
21 Dinner at Kobe’s Steakhouse Wichita

DECEMBER 2009

5 Holiday Party St. Louis
5 Holiday Party Kansas City
5 Road trip to Kansas City Wichita
12 Christmas Get Together Dakota
18 Holiday Party Central Iowa

For detailed information about listed events, see the respective 
Region’s website or the PCA National website at www.pca.org.

Central Iowa Region: www.ciapca.org
Dakotas Region: www.dak.pca.org 
Great Plains Region: porsche.ellipse.net/
Kansas City Region: www.kcrpca.org
Nord Stern Region: www.nordstern.org
Ozark Lakes Region: www.olk.pca.org/
Red River Region: rev.pca.org/
Schönesland Region: www.shonesland.org
St. Louis Region: www.stlpca.org/
Wichita Region: www.pca.org/wic

November 2009
10 Nord stern Business Meeting
 Ramada Mall of America Airport
 2300 East American Boulevard, Bloomington. 
 http://www.ramadamoa.com/contact_us.htm.
 Questions? Bob Barker, 952 949-0140, x312
 or bbarker©slogic.com
 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting
21 Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner 
 Embassy Suites Hotel 
 6 pm Social 
 7:30 Dinner 
 9:00 pm Awards 
 Cost $45 each 
 Questions? Kim Fritze (see page 4 for info) 

December 2009
8 Nord stern Business Meeting
 Ramada Mall of America Airport
 2300 East American Boulevard, Bloomington. 
 http://www.ramadamoa.com/contact_us.htm.
 Questions? Bob Barker, 952 949-0140, x312
 or bbarker©slogic.com
 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting

Nord Stern Calendar
2009 

Craftsmanship.
When it comes to body work, dents, dings, painting, and  

even glass replacement, there is only one place that cares  

for your Porsche as much as you do, Swedes Autobody.  

There is no substitute for great craftsmanship.

11515 Excelsior Blvd.
Hopkins, MN 55343

952.938.5951
SwedesAutobody.com

Car Gold Certified  |  Complete Auto Body Repair  |  Custom Painting  |  Paintless Dent Removal  |  Windshield Repair  |  FREE Estimates
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Nord Stern Annual Dinner
Saturday, November 21, 2009

Embassy Suites Hotel
2800 American Boulevard West

Bloomington, MN 55431
952.884.4811

Social: 6 PM - 7:30 PM
Dinner: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Awards Ceremony: 9:00 PM - ?

Dinner Choices:
Roast Pork Normandy - Oven Roasted Pork Loin Served with  

a Apple Calvados Sauce
– OR –

Pecan Crusted Walleye Served with Maple Beurre Blanc

Cost:  $45.00

Checks payable to Nord Stern
Mail check and dinner choice to:

Kim Fritze
2515 Countryside Drive

Orono, MN 55356

Let’s celebrate the Nord Stern 50th anniversary one more time!
Hope to see you there!
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Once again we are working to highlight our ‘member stories’ 
to find out how we ended up owning the Porsche or Porsches 

that we do. It’s interesting to see where the attraction (or as some 
would readily admit, the addiction to ‘P’ cars) came from and 
when it started. My observation is that once the bug has bitten it’s 
pretty much a life-long fascination and obsession. 

Are there common elements in everyone’s ‘stories’? I think 
that’s a very good question and if you think you have an opinion 
along these lines do submit your thoughts to the editor so we can 
include some thoughts and observations; am sure there are plenty 
out there! Keith Jones submitted the following and one thing that 
immediately struck me is the reference to someone older, respected 
and looked up to as a big influence in the youthful mind of this 
fledging ‘car guy’ as this is a similar scenario to what my husband 
also will admit about his early fascination with Porsches. He 
certainly didn’t grow up in a family that was guying sports 
cars! And in fact, cars were just a means of transportation 
for his parents . . . so you have to assume the influence of an 
older, admired car guy along with that genetic predisposition 
just might be the combo that creates the future obsession!

But that’s just my opinion, what’s yours??! Let me know 
and send in your ‘story!’ Thanks, Editor Christie.

I first fell in love with Porsches as a young boy. Growing 
up in a town of 12,000 people, many times you have to 

make your own entertainment. My neighbor had a 1967 911 
Targa (soft window). Dr. Lemon “allowed” me to help him 
detail his car. I would spend hours detailing the engine with 
a toothbrush and in return he would take me to the airport 

Another ‘My Porsche Story . . . or, How Did I Become 
one of the ‘Addicted/Afflicted!’

by Keith Jones

to “blow out the carbon” on Sundays. While working on that 
car, Doc and I had many interesting chats about athletics, girls, 
school, scouts, medicine, and our families but most of the time 
we talked about cars. When in high school all of my classmates 
lusted after the great muscle cars available at the time. My mind 
stayed focused on that nimble 911, with the most beautiful exhaust 
note ever played.

Shortly after I was married, Susan gave me a bank savings 
pass book with 911 dollars inside. She told me in addition to 
college and retirement we needed to save for my dream. I have 
been fortunate enough to have six Porsches over the past 13 
years, three of which are still in my garage. More importantly, 
many of my best friends have come from within our local Porsche 
community.
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This year, I thought I had it all figured out. Made sure to have 
the drain pan setup correctly, then drained the crank case. A little 
splashing, but no big deal. The yellow funnel did get pretty full 
as the oil drained into the pan. I thought about opening the other 
screw cap, but I was pretty sure that oil would run out of it. When 
I popped the oil tank drain plug, the yellow funnel filled quickly 
and overflowed. I had oil on the floor again! I couldn’t believe 
it. I think if there had been a better vent hole, I would have been 
OK. I am wondering what others use. Is it better to have a 2 or 3 
gallon drain pan and then a separate storage jug for transportation 
to disposal? 

– Thanks, Rob Allen 

Sorry to hear about your troubles with oil . . . I have had little 
spills over the years, but not usually during oil changes. I use 

a large black pan for draining only. I then pour into gallon jugs 
for disposal. At the recycle depot, they let me keep these jugs, 
although the containers I bought oil in could be filled with drained 
oil, then left there. Since my early 911 (72S) has quite a distance 
between the tank and the sump, I usually use two pans. A friend 
gave me an oil change pan from a truck shop, years ago. It is about 
3 feet square, by about 5 inches deep. I usually am not expecting a 
mess, but if I am, I can put this pan under the whole area. If things 
go wrong, at least you don’t have a stained floor. A pair of 10-15 
qt oil pans should do the trick, with a flattened cardboard box as 
a mat underneath your work area. If you have a small spill in the 
driveway, it will wear away quicker (in the rain and snow) than 
it would in a garage space. It just looks uglier out in the open. I 
like to keep a sheet of scrap cardboard under each of my cars in 
long terms storage, just in case there is a bit of drippage.

– Best of luck, David G.

I also have a drain pan like yours and have never used it as the 
oil from the tank comes out too fast for the small funnel entry 

hole. I have a wide open 12-15 qt. pan with a spout. Holds all the 
oil and most of the splash and then easily dumps into my 5 gal oil 
containers. I can then deliver it to recycling at a friends shop.

My advice is to get a fully open drain pan. I’ve had mine for 
so long I honestly don’t remember where I bought it but I know 
they are available.

– Jon Beatty

5 -gallon pail. 
– Roger Johnson

Another option, buy an oil pump for around $60 - it holds 10 
liters. Pump your main tank or oil pan near empty and what 

drains out is easily manageable. It’s usually less than an ounce 
or two. I use it on my 944’s, Diesel truck, boat etc. Never spill 
a drop.

– Brent Knoll

I don’t know where I got it, but I have a round metal pan, about 
6” deep and maybe 2 ‘ across. Nothin’ fancy; just an open pan. 

Shallow enough that I can slide it under the sump without having 
to raise the car at all; large enough that it will hold about 12-13 
quarts. Kind of thing you might find at Mills Fleet Farm. 

I try to buy oil in the 5-quart jugs. After I put the plug in and 
fill up with fresh oil, I use a “give-away” 24-oz plastic cup and 
funnel to pour the oil back into the empty jugs and head off to 
Jiffy Lube to get rid of it.

I’ve tried the “fill and carry” containers (pull the plug out, 
drain, put the plug back in and carry away), but found the oil just 
comes out too quickly to drain. Had it on a friends 4-post lift one 
fall and thought a funnel would have enough flow . . . but no!

So I keep going back to the open pan.
– Roger Grimm

The Home Depot (and probably every other home store) has 
tubs for hand mixing concrete. They’re around $15 made 

of plastic and are about 24” X 30” X 6”. Use one and have no 
problem with overfilling. Pooring and storing aren’t the best, but 
really not too bad either. Just poor into some wide mouth 3 gallon 
containers picked up at fleet farm.

1 US quart = 57.75 cubic inches
So 11 quarts = 630 cubic inches
24 X 30 X 6 = 4,320 cubic inches (bottom is curved so not 

quite this, but a lot of room in general.
– Joe Higgins

I have a similar round 15 qt with the same problem. The oil 
drains out too fast even with the breather opened. So I usually 

stop the flow with my finger or a rag and let the pan catch up. I 
still like using this pan because it is easier to pour the oil into my 
recycling container than from my old open top steel pan.

– Lloyd Vasilakes

Letters to the Editor
continued from page 8
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Out and About on ‘Beer and Bark IV!” . . .
by Jeff Boehm and photos by BJ Peterson,

Bark and Beer IV the unofficial, now official Nord Stern 
Southeast Minnesota Fall Color Drive is now on the books. 

With 14 cars (13 Porsches and an Aston Martin) we hit the road at 
10:30 Sunday morning October 11th from the Best Buy parking 
lot in NW Rochester. 

We headed east on the county roads and made our way 
through the Robert J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest and 
Whitewater State Park on our way to first stop for lunch, at The 
Creamery in Rushford. This was actually an old creamery at one 
time and also survived the massive flood of a few years ago. 

After lunch we headed to historic Lanesboro on twisty County 
Road 16 which follows the Root River and is super for scenery and 
driving. We spent close to an hour in Lanesboro going through the 
quaint little shops and visiting The Scenic Valley Winery and of 
course sampling some of the wares. My favorite was the spiced 
pumpkin wine!

We departed Lanesboro on another 
twisty road that took us out of the river 
valley on our way to Fountain, MN. Here 
many of us stopped at Los Gables, a cute 
little Mexican restaurant in the middle of 
nowhere for a goodbye burrito and beer or 
whatever and to say our goodbyes. 

Wanda Prescher, who lost her husband and our friend Dennis 
last fall to cancer, asked Andy and Ellyn Mulholland to drive 
Dennis’s 1964 356 on the drive. Kind of ironic . . . the oldest car 
being driven by the youngest couple.. It really is the people!

All around a very fun fall day! 
As Steve Thompson stated:

Thanks to Jeff and BJ for organizing a marvelous day’s 
drive. I guess that the weather could have been warmer 
and the colors could have been more vibrant but it was 
great to renew some old (and not so old) acquaintances 
and to make some new ones and, as always, it’s not just 
the cars, it’s the people.

Thank you to all that attended and we hope to see more of 
you next year!

– Jeff Boehm & BJ Peterson



Out And About at 
‘09 Fall Color Tour

photos by Ron Faust

Above left: Todd and Kathy smith enjoy a ‘photo op’ and Above Right: How ‘Bout some Torque!

left: Ike and sharon Halliwill, Above They Call This Wilderness? Below: Ed & Ali Vasquez and 
Chris & Roger Riley enjoying lunch outside (they were braver than 80 other attendees!)



Above left: lining up for lunch at the Wildnerness and Above right, Captain John keeps an eye out for any stragglers! 

Above left: The Halliwills and Fausts are ‘Ely Bound!’; Above right: Nord stern supermodels; Below left: lining up and Below left, Bruce can’t stop talking cars!
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Industry-leading Cabling solutions
structured Network solutions, Inc. is a leading, nationwide provider of structured cabling systems, project 
and implementation management for voice, data, audio, and video networks. From copper and fiber optic 

premise solutions to telecommunications connectivity to the installation of data networks.

lon Tusler  lon@snscabling.com
632 Mendelssohn Avenue North 763-545-1116
Golden Valley, MN 55427 www.snscabling.com
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Carmudgeon Chronicles . . .
by Ken Kamstra

Okay, here’s the deal. I’m buying Porsche’s first four door 
sports car, called the Panamera It’s not officially on sale until 

October 17 but I put my order in on September 15. Talk about 
over eager. Promised build time is December. 

Dealing with Porsche was easy. “Pay full list and work 
out your own financing. Maybe take a second mortgage on the 
house or whatever”. Then wait your turn. I get mine maybe for 
Christmas. Now I know how my kids felt waiting for Santa. It 
will seem like an eternity

Porsche’s no-dicker dealing was panty waist stuff; dealing 
with my auto immune wife was not. “Sell all those darned old 
cars!. That’s what you promised.” Marital tranquility was at stake. 
I did indeed make that heart wrenching deal. No more blubbering 
about how they are old friends, not old cars. A deal is a deal. Sell 
them I will.

You can cash in. Want my last Porsche? Helluva deal. 928S 
bought new in ’85. Garnet red. Stick. Just 22,000 rust-free, ding-
free miles. Needs a new home.

Back to the Panamera, “my last Porsche.” My wife has been 
scoffing at those “last Porsche” promises since 1961. That’s 
when I bombed into our driveway with my first new Porsche, a 
spanking new 356B. Red. Ragtop. My first real sports car after 
years of assorted junkers.

I raced it. Drove it like hell. This was the glorious, pre-
arthritis, pre-new knee era that I thought would go on forever. 
Caution was for wimps.

A parade of “last Porsches” followed. Mostly hot 
911’s. Then it came time for my really “last Porsche”, 
the Panamera. The long wait for delivery is eased by 
my fantasies about driving it. All wheel drive so snow 
be damned. I’ll rumble up to traffic lights and rap those 
400 HP pipes. No drag racing, just sending a message 
that this old “Carmudgeon” is still with it.

Secretly, I see it as a sports car for senior car nuts. Maybe I’m 
wrong. Porsche’s new CEO, Michael Macht, says they’re selling 
like hot cakes. More than 4,000 at last report. That’s good news; 
I’ll not be alone on the road.

But Macht had some frightening news too. An electric 
Panamera! “We are taking the first step in this direction….with 
the Panamera.” 

Have they no sense of decency!

Reading the brochure on my Panamera, I was too busy 
drooling to catch the warning signs, as you hold the brakes at traffic 
lights, the engine stops. That’s to save gas – and our planet – till 
you’re ready to go. Release the brake and it automatically starts 
again. You feel good about yourself. You hope the guy next to 
you is a tree hugger who will give you a thumb’s up.

Or you press a button that says “deactivate” this crazy 
system.

Unless you want to wait for the electric powered version, I 
urge you to put in your Panamera order now.

– Ken at thinkmk05@comcast.net



20 Nord SterN November 2009

November 2009
10 Nord stern Business Meeting
 Ramada Mall of America Airport
 2300 East American Boulevard, Bloomington. 
 http://www.ramadamoa.com/contact_us.htm.
 Questions? Bob Barker, 952 949-0140, x312
 or bbarker©slogic.com
 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting
21 Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner
December 2009
8 Nord stern Business Meeting
 Ramada Mall of America Airport
 2300 East American Boulevard, Bloomington. 
 http://www.ramadamoa.com/contact_us.htm.
 Questions? Bob Barker, 952 949-0140, x312
 or bbarker©slogic.com
 6:30 Social, 7:00 Business Meeting

Your preferred collision repair & paint 
center for Porsches and other fine 

automobiles since 1958
Factory paint matching n

Paintless dent repair by Juergen’s Dent Kraft n

I-Car & A.S.E. certified technicians n

Insurance estimates accepted n

Coordination/negotiations with insurance    n

  adjusters
Towing Service n

Rental cars available n

Recommended by major insurance companies n

Recommended by automobile Dealers n

Fre n e written estimates

Collision Center, Inc. 
900 Florida Avenue South 
Golden Valley, MN 55426 

Phone: 763.541.9727Fax: 763.541.0371 
www.collisioncentermn.com
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NOW OR NEVER 
The fed has spoken…so put the pedal to the metal and don’t miss out! 

30 year fixed 4.5% 
Lower your mortgage rate and save thousands today!! 

Special discounts available to Nord Stern members only 
Call Bill Berard NOW @ 952-921-4955 ext.1 

 

Serving Nord Stern members since 1993 
7101 York Ave. 

Edina, MN 55435 
billb@mmamortage.com 
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Editor’s note: I recently heard from Paul 
Termin, long time Nord Stern member to 
let me know he had written an article in the 
North Coast Region’s newsletter and would I 
be interested in it? I, of course, said sure! And 
also asked about his move and here is what 
he had to say (my husband immediately said, 
‘Paul moved?!’) and I wanted to share this with 
everyone as I believe many of us can and do 
echo his sentiments:

“We moved to New Hampshire in July but 
spent the late Winter and all Spring packing and 
getting the house ready to sell. Therefore, we 
[regrettably] gave up this season of racing. My 
years with Nord Stern span two periods: One 
in the early 80s to about 1990 and then again 
when I moved back from Boston starting about 
2000 or so. I did not run the car in Boston as I 
had no garage because I lived in a tiny apartment.

 We still plan to run with Nord Stern (one of the best clubs in 
the country). Even some of the members of the local club knew 
about the Nord Stern runs at Road America and BIR and about 
the Kansas City club at Topeka and Heartland. These tracks are 
much better for club p-cars than either Loudon (NSMS), Lime 
Rock or Watkins Glen in terms of availability for more than a 
one-day event and costs for the event.

We have driven the 1,500 miles between New Hampshire 
and Minnesota so often that a three-day trip to BIR or a two-day 
trip to Road America does not seem like a big trip. (Therefore, 
please keep sending the newsletter as we need to keep up with 
doings in MN.).”

Thanks -- Paul & Ellen
(editor’s note: But of course! We love our ‘out of region’ 

friends and members! And Thanks for keeping in touch.)
 

On the morning of August 22nd, the second NCR Road 
Rally of the season began at Porsche of Stratham. Twenty-

five eager drivers gathered to hear the rules of the road for the 
morning’s Poker Rally, and to enjoy the generously provided 
early morning coffee and donuts. The plan was simple. with two 
minutes between each car departure, the driver(s) would follow 
a detailed set of driving/mileage directions to pick up a series 
of sealed envelopes placed at various stopping points along the 
route. Each envelope would contain a single playing card. At 
the end of the rally, the group would meet in Wells, Maine at the 
Merriland Farm Restaurant for lunch and to see which driver(s) 

had accumulated the “best hand” of five cards. This was not a 
timed rally but one focused on enjoying the day, the scenery, and 
being part of a team of drivers who would no doubt have fun 
navigating the morning’s routing.

We were first timers for at this NCR event although we had 
participated in previous time/distance rallies. We had recently 
moved to New Ipswich, New Hampshire from St. Paul, Minnesota 
where we had been active members of the NordStern (North 
Star) Region—assisting at the driving schools and at special 
club events. As a result of our summer household move, we had 
forfeited our annual opportunity to stretch our Porsche legs at 
Brainerd International Raceway, Road America, and Heartland 
racetracks. We were eagerly looking for a group of like-minded 
individuals who enjoyed the camaraderie that comes with a shared 
appreciation of Porsches, driving, and racing. We found the NCR 
members to fit the bill. Unfortunately we had not yet brought our 
930 Turbo or our track 911 Porsche out to New Hampshire. They 
remained in Minnesota safely tucked away in a temperature-
controlled garage. 

So we sheepishly entered the Rally driving our late model 
Toyota Tundra and hoped to hang toward the back of the pack so 
as not to embarrass the other drivers (try to be inconspicuous in 
a bright red half-ton piece of sheet metal). 

Jim Gratton had spent a great deal of energy planning a route 
that would be both a driving challenge and a touring pleasure. His 
efforts were appreciated as the drivers wound their way through 
the narrow roads of eastern New Hampshire and into Maine. Most 
drivers traveled in pairs although some solo players were required 
to keep their eyes both on the road as well as on the detailed 

NCR’S Coastal/Poker Rally: First Timers’ Luck
Reprinted from August Northlander, NCR Newsletter - by Paul Termin and Ellen Benjamin
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driving instructions—not an easy task. We made our way from 
Stratham to York Harbor to Mount Agamenticus (where the views 
and the caretaker’s pet porcupine were interesting sights) through 
Kittery and Ogunquit and finally to Merriland. Jay had built in 
some special challenges as many of the roads were unmarked 
or were marked only by small handwritten signs that could be 
easily overlooked. Seeing another Porsche driver coming in the 
opposite direction on a road raised immediate questions of who 
was lost and who was on the right path. What was Edgar doing 
returning from the direction we had thought was correct? Why 
were three Porsches cutting across a road that was not marked 
or indicated in the instructions? Were our cumulative odometer 
readings correct or had we missed the turnoff? As area novices, we 
soon learned that following someone who confidently told us that 
they knew the local roads could be a recipe for error. Not being 
familiar at all with the major roads (much less the minor ones), 
we found ourselves spreading maps out on the dashboard of our 
car (no GPS at hand). If we became lost, we imagined ourselves 
ending up in Canada.

The Rally had both the collegial flavor of a club event and 
a tiny competitive edge similar to that found in The Amazing 
Race as drivers tried to move as quickly as possible to retrieve 
the envelopes they needed. Although there was no true finisher 
and no one was eliminated, there was satisfaction in following the 
directions efficiently. Although backtracking after missing a turn 
was frustrating, those who became lost took it in good spirits. We 
all finally gathered at midday on the beautiful lawn at Merriland 
Farm Restaurant. The rain had managed to hold off until after 
lunch thanks to Hurricane Bill.

Lunch was shared in an area set aside for the drivers and we 
soon learned the outcome of the coveted playing card envelopes. 
The three best hands went to the Weiners, the Broadheads, and 
the Demetris. 

Thanks to Deb Gratton’s careful planning, they each received 
special winners gifts in recognition of their “only by luck” results 
since the envelopes were sealed and no one could have known 
what their card selections contained until the end of the rally. 
As for us, we experienced first timer’s luck—we drew the only 
Joker out of 104 available playing cards. As a result, dear reader, 
the writing of this rally review was our “prize.” Our true reward, 
however, was a chance to participate in a lovely morning of 
driving, road challenges, great scenery, Big Daddy’s Ice Cream, 
and a chance to interact with NCR members; an opportunity we 
hope to experience again in the near future. The next Road Rally 
is scheduled for October 3rd to look at early foliage and will no 
doubt have a clever theme. Set the morning aside for another great 
NCR event--participate and enjoy the ride.

All photographs by David Churcher
Above left, Ellen Benjamin and Paul Termin
Above right, the beaches in Maine provide some summer 
scenery

1075 Pierce Butler Route - St. Paul, MN 55104

RAYMOND 
AutO bODY

Satisfaction & Integrity Since 1949

Collision Specialists

Where quality 
isn’t an accident

it just starts with one.

651-488-0588
Located 
near the 

Fairgrounds

Three Generations of the

Slomkowski Family
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Where We Were –
Where We Are –

50 Years of Nord Stern! 
We continue with a few more issues out of sequence, kindly 
forwarded to yours truly from the archives of Sharon Binek and 
Jim Tourtillotte. 

Ron Faust

August, 1977
Bruce Erickson writes about 914 fires. NHTSA had published • 
a warning after receiving 17 owner complaints of engine 
fires. The high fuel pressure required by the electronic fuel 
injection is thought to be the cause.
A St. Cloud autocross has low attendance. Editor Bierbaum • 
comments “The only witnesses being the inmates of the 
correctional institution across the highway, many of whom 
no doubt lusted after the Porsches, having a history of driving 
cars that did not belong to them.” Cindy Doering again edged 
Gordon Doering in their 356; four seconds this time.
The August BIR event is open to all experienced drivers, • 
using Metropolitan Council classifications.
A Pepsi-Camel GT race at BIR was won by Danny Ongais in • 
the Interscope Porsche 934. Walt Mass won GTU in a 914/6. 
Nord Sterners Larry Skoglund and Frank Hunt finished 1 
and 2 in their Carrera 2’s in the vintage car race. How many 
current owners of 4-cam Carrera 2’s would have the guts to 
take these machines out for a little fender to fender racing in 
the rain? Other notables on our familiar home track included 
Al Holbert, John Greenwood, David Hobbs, and Hurly 
Haywood.
As a predictor of the lack of innovation that has gotten them • 
into much bigger trouble 30 years later, Detroit automakers 
have threatened to forgo production of the 1978 and 1979 
model year unless proposed clean air standards are relaxed.

January 1978
Much of this issue is devoted to welcoming new members • 
and more bios on current members. Xavier Brassens, George 
and Jan Brewster, Roy and Joan Clark, Roger Harrison, and 
Tom and Janet Horan are introduced.
In the dark days of winter the editors must have really needed • 
content on this short edition (wich had not one photo). Current 
members had submitted short biographies that filled five pages 
of the issue and emphasize educational backgrounds, family 
members, and work positions with only scant mention of the 
Porsches that brought us altogether. Some members have still 
not lost their passion for Porsches; everyone should have such 
an avocation that lasts through decades.

Charles (Chip) Alexander•	
Margaret Blazek and Chuck Bidwell•	
Steve and Kathy Coleman •	
Dudley and Jacqueline Davis •	
Dan and Cindy Engel •	
Bruce and Ginny Erickson •	
Ron and Claire Faust•	
Gary and Kathy Fitch•	
George and Mary Gorbatenko •	
Dennis and Eunice Guentzel•	
Dick and Rose Henneberger •	
Corey Johnson•	
Ken and Marion Kamstra•	
Phil and Karen Saari•	
Larry and Sheri Smith•	
Dave and Mary Lou Thompson•	
Bob Wight•	

June, 1978
The “Marque” series on non-Porsches features a ’72 Lotus • 
Elan. Although the author compares it frequently to his 
motorcycle, he says it does have very closely spaced pedals 
that require narrow shoes.
Member bios feature Xavier Brassens who signed up for the • 
Last Fling two days after he came to America. He had taken 
some “racing courses” with no track time near his home in 
Monthlery, France. A 914 was his first Porsche, but on a 
previous trip he toured the US with three others and camping 
gear in a “beaten 54 and 161,456 miles VW,” finishing 
with only two cylinders. “Winter never beat a Minnesotan, 
they say! It did not beat a Frenchman either (although that 
was close), thanks to the warmth of Minnesotans.” Xavier, 
wherever you are, come home to us!
Jack and Karin Palumbo have graduated from a series of Fiat • 
spiders to a used but highly unreliable Jaguar sedan to a 914 
that got wrecked to a 911SC. Karin shares the automotive 
passion so much that they are vying for track time at BIR and 
she’s the one that thinks they need a second Porsche.
135 Nord Sterners show up for a potluck dinner. A surprise • 
concours in the parking lot picks John Belgarde’s farm truck 
and Larry Skoglund’s Jaguar (?) for firsts. The latter is termed 
“gauche” by the editors, defined as “lacking style, especially 
social grace.”
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Scanning the Past!
by Ron Faust

A spring tour travels from Fort Snelling all the way to • 
Michael’s restaurant in Rochester on the back roads. That 
not being enough, they then headed to Whitewater and on 
home via the back roads.
Bob Cox writes on an early Councours de Elegance in Afton. • 
He says Webster defines it as an assembly of beauty. Jack 

Palumbo, the Engels, and Doug Holt were overall winners, 
but perennial Concours superstar Jim Tourtillotte took his 914 
division. Thirty years later, Jim was overall winner with his 
911 in our 2008 All Porsche Show; his black SC was painted 
by Mike Jekot for the 2009 All Porsche Show poster.

Right: The Passionate 
Frenchman (boy, does he 
look like a ‘race car driver!’ 
says Madame Editor)

Below, Bob Cox, master 
scholar of the 356, judging 
at the Afton Concours

Below right, ThePalumbo’s 
sporting “I own” name tags.
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Scanning the Past!
by Ron Faust

Below: Awards given for a “surprise concours” held in 
the parking lot at one event

Right: 1978 Concour, Afton City Park

Below right: June 78 cover: Not just another pumped 
up 911. Interscope + 00 = Danny Ongais
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Scanning the Past!
by Ron Faust

Above: The 1978 Concours article starts with a definition

Above: Pepsi-Camel GT Vintage Race, June 77: the furious four cams
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Out and About at ‘09 Fall 
Color Tour

photos by Keith Jones

So, more goes on at FCT than 
sometimes meets the eye! The above 

‘decorations’ greeted Keith on Saturday 
morning (editor’s note: I saw them first! 
Do note that the post-it notes are ‘For 
Protect What Matters - Diastat Rectal 
Gel’! Hmmm, bizarre sense of humor. But 
seeing them totally cover the windshield, 
windows was awesome.)  

The wet paint signs were also part of 
a decade and a half long tradition 

of pranks between a few Nord Stern 
members. Pranks have included fussy 
dice suddenly appearing on rear view 
mirrors, fake bullet holes on car windows, 
fake parking tickets, a fake T-bone steak 
“grilling” on a 911 whale tail grill, a fake 
cigarette “smoldering” on cabriolet roof, 
police crime scene tape around a 911, 
a fake phone call from the Minnesota 
Highway patrol, the list goes one. And 
evidently the perpretrator manages to 
remain ‘faceless!’



Out and About at ‘09 Fall Color Tour 
photos courtesy Brian Lewis and friend, Ashii (inset)

Notice the snaking lines of cars! All colors, many models, but everyone obviously having a 
fabulous time ‘Up North!’
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www.AutoACU.com Phone: 612-325-5885

Auto Acquisitions usA

“QUALITY, EXPERTISE & VALUE” We 
take pride in stocking and locating high quality 
pre-owned Audi cars for our customers. Join 

the thousands of satisfied customers who have 
bought their Audi cars from us. CALL US TODAY 

FOR YOUR NEXT AUDI PURCHASE! 

SALES AND SOURCING OF FINE  
PRE-OWNED AUDI VEHICLES •

Indoor Showroom •
Custom Acquisitions •

Needs Analysis •
On-Site Delivery •

3,500 Repeat Clients

Sears

Auto Body Beautiful

Simply the Best!

1915 Xenium Ln. N. Plymouth, MN 55441 952.512.6565

Although we specialize in BMW and Mercedes-Benz we also 
offer body repairs for other makes and models. Sears Imported 
Autos maintains the highest standards and specially designed 
equipment to properly repair today’s technologically advanced 
vehicles. When you have your vehicle repaired at Sears, you 
can be rest assured that you will receive the highest quality 
work available in the industry today!

Imported Autos
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2010 Nord Stern Officers 
Election Time

President: Kim Fritze _____________________________ r 
write-in  ______________________________________ r  
 
Vice President: Bret Bailey _____________________________ r 
write-in  ______________________________________ r  

Secretary: Dale Trippler ___________________________ r 
write-in  ______________________________________ r  

Treasurer: Jeff Bluhm ____________________________ r  
write-in  ______________________________________ r

Board of Directors: Bob Barker _____________________________ r

Mark your ballot and return to:
(both member and associate may send in separate votes)

Bob Barker 
14867 Boulder Pointe Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55347
952 949-0140, x312 or bbarker@slogic.com

 
2010 Officers will be installed at the Annual Holiday Dinner TBA
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I have spent half of my 38 year career
repairing Porsches that someone else  

just fixed…..
Why don’t we just cut out the middle man?

Nurburgring, Inc.
4394 Steiner Street

Saint Bonifacius, MN 55375
952-446-8185

By appointment only
nurburg@citlink.net

http://www.dasring.com

WORLD CLASS WINES FROM THE ROLLING HILLS 
OF THE ST. CROIX RIVER VALLEY.

WWW.CHATEAUSTCROIX.COM

Chateau St. Croix Winery, 1998A State Road 87 St. Croix Falls, WI 54024

Chateau St. Croix Winery 
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Tech Quiz . . . 
compiled by Skip Carter & Greg Philips of Grand Prix Region PCA, Long Beach, CA from Parade Tech Quizzes

1. Porsche’s PDK transmission was “clutchless.”

 True or False
Panorama 6/02, page 38e

2. The original 15-inch wheel diameter that was used in 
the first 911 Porsche models was retained all the way through 
the 1989 model year as a stock size.

 True or False
Panorama 7/02, page 94

3. The Porsche designed and manufactured “Jagdwagen” 
of the mid 50’s had Type number:

a. 597
b. 987
c. 551
d. 359

Panorama 12/02, page 87

well sorted race car for $7,000-8,000 depending on what options 
you put on the car in the areas that you can modify. You could 
even get into that range with a little more expensive initial car if 
you watch how you spend your money. Expect a fully prepped 
car from a shop to be in the $15,000 range, still very cheap when 
compared to a standard Club Racing build.

I’m going to stop talking now, but this should give you a basic 
idea of what the SPEC/ SP1 944 classes are about. In the next issue, 
I will document the start of the budget build, beginning with the 
best part….gutting the car and getting down to weight!  

4. The 50th Porsche Parade logo has a car with 
headlights that are:

a. On
b. Off
c. Taped
d. None of the above

Panorama 11/04, page 21

5. Development of the Porsche Carrera GT for 
production was assigned to Weissach’s motorsports group.

 True or False
Excellence Was Expected, Vol. 3, page 1455

SPEC 944. . .
continued from page 36
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Guess What?? 
Dues Are Due

2010 Nord Stern Subscription is due

Dues are:
$20 per year

$55 for 3 years
$90 for 5 years

December & January issues of Nord Stern  
include an addressed envelope 

for your convenience.
(the label on your newsletter indicates the year your subscription expires 

For example, 12/2009 or 2009 means it expires 12/31/09 )

Membership/Renewal Chair:
Ed Vazquez     612.720.0760 (c)
18918 Dorenkemper Pl  952 934 5093 (h)
Eden Prairie, MN 55347-4287  edmn911©aol.com

Nord Stern August 2009
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Car includes a 1989 3.6 
liter engine with fewer than 
50,000 miles, removed from 
a Tiptronic transmission 
911. Fully rebuilt five-speed 
transmission ($2,100+). 
Bor la  Dual -Tip  Race 
muffler, exhaust ($950). 
High-flow K&N cone filter 
conversion and a heavy-
duty sport clutch. Drilled, slotted brake rotors, steel braided brake 
lines; new master cylinder. 

1989 modification kit – front and rear bumpers, rocker panels, 
front lip spoiler, rear lightweight fiberglass wing. New exterior paint 
job, including heavy-duty primer (car has NO rust). Completely 
refurbished interior, including 1989 seats (power seat, driver’s 
side), new headliner, all new carpeting, custom face gauges, Momo 
Race steering wheel, bolt-in harness bar, five-point harnesses, fire 
extinguisher, Blaupunkt AM/FM CD player with SIX speakers, 
pre-amp, 200 watt extra amplifiers (inc. custom rear deck speaker 
set-up). Full leather RS America lightweight door panels. Contact 
Tony Carideo, 612-964-6441 or tony@carideogroup.com

Tires
Winter tire set mounted on 18 rims for 997. Like new. Pirelli 
SnowSport 265/40R 18 & 235/40R 18. Also spacer for C4S/Turbo 
rear. $1,600, Brian Halliday at 952-240-7965 or e-mail: bph@
brucato.com.

Race Ready Brake pads, Brake Rotors
Sold our 996 and have, brand new in the box, Performance Friction 
Carbon Metallic race ready brake pads for sale. Rears are part 
#0738.01.16.44. Fronts are 0776.97.17.44. We also have a set of 
Factory Porsche 996 front brake rotors cryogenically treated by 
FrozenRotors.com. I paid $277.04 for the front pads, $243.10 for 
the rears and $161.94 for the rotors. I will sell the fronts for $200, 
the rears for $175, and the rotors for $120, or the whole package 
for $450. Howard Klatzky, howie222@mac.com.

Members of the region are welcome to place ads of a non-
commercial nature at no charge for two months. $10 for non-
members. Submissions must be received by the 10th of the month 
prior to publication date: editor@nordstern.org.

2006 Cayman s
One owner bought new at Maplewood Imports. Carerra White 
exterior with Sand Beige interior. In addition to all the standard 
options this car includes - 19” Carerra S rims painted to match 
exterior color - Sport Exhaust tip - Sport Seats - Heated Seats - Sport 
Leather Steering Wheel - Sand Beige Floor Mats - Self Dimming 
Mirrors and Rain Sensor - Bi-Xenon headlight package - Headlight 
Cleaner Cover painted to match - Clear Side Marker Lights - 
Sport Chrono package - Bose Sound system and CD Changer 

-  C u s t o m  F r o n t 
License Plate bracket 
- 3M Paint Protection 
film. Also included 
- Porsche car cover 
- Porsche windshield 
sunshade - Porsche 
battery tender - All 
original paperwork 
- Window sticker - 
Porsche Certificate of 

Authenticity - All maintenance records - Factory Warranty until 
August 2010. Tires are Michelin PS2 with 80% front and 60% rear. 
Garage kept and stored every winter. NEVER driven in salt. New 
Cryogenically treated Porsche OE brake rotors (for new pads)and 
new Hawk HPS street pads (eliminate brake dust on white wheels). 
All maintenance performed by Maplewood Imports and ready to 
go. All miles are 80% highway miles driving for work at 600 miles 
per trip. You will not be disappointed with this car in any way. If 
you are looking for a Cayman S this is a must see car. Priced below 
book for Nord Stern or PCA Club Members at $34,500. Contact 
Tim Dokken at 651-408-2147 or timdokken@comcast.net.

1984 Carrera Coupe
Black, Club Race Class E, Wevo Gateshift, LSD, Cage, Smart 
Sway Bars, Momo QR Wheel, Fuchs 8+9, BBS 7+8, 22F-30R, 
Recent Trans Rebuild, Log Book, Street Legal, And More. $18,000,  
Jeff Lawrence 952-456-2298 OR jeffrey.lawrence6@gte.net

914 Parts 
Front and Rear (w/spoiler), Fiberglass Deck Lids, white, new, 
stock appearing underside. $200 each. Gary Greiner, 701 E. 9th St. 
Superior, WI 54880 or 715 35-9431 (nights), 218 348-1849 (cell), 
e-mail gtgcnw8976@hotmail.com.

1980/1989, 300 HP, black-on-black Porsche 911
Completely Restored 1980 SC. 67,500M. Track-ready but also a 

daily driver. The car has been refitted and upgraded with numerous 
1989 and race-specification components. Total investment: 
$50,000+. All receipts. 

For Sale . . .



36 Nord SterN November 2009

In the last couple of years, I have been very involved in the track 
scene here in the Midwest. It has been a fun (and busy) ride 

building, maintaining, and running track-side support for the cars 
of various club members, as well as getting my own car out on 
the track. If you don’t know me, I’m easy to find, just look for the 
guy that is usually sprinting from one end of the paddock to the 
other and then back again while trying to keep everyone up and 
running for their sessions! Finding me and actually catching me 
are two different things though. So, for the next couple of issues, 
I will take you into my hobby, and show you what it takes to build 
a fully prepped 944 race car for National Auto Sport Association 
(NASA) SPEC series (and Porsche Club of America, SP1 class). 
In this first article, I want to briefly touch base on what it takes 
to meet the requirements in the NASA SPEC and PCA SP1 
divisions. In subsequent issues, I will focus on the various stages 
of building a safe and reliable race car, and touch on things that 
you, the average shade tree mechanic can handle, and some of the 
things you will want a professional shop to set up. And keep in 
mind, these cars can also be used as dedicated (and cheap) driver’s 
education (DE) cars as well! The car I will be documenting from 
start to finish is local racer Joel Karns’ 1983 944. Joel is currently 
putting in a lot of time and effort into getting the SPEC region 
established here in the Midwest.

First, here’s a little background on the NASA 944 SPEC 
racing series. The purpose of the 944 SPEC series is to offer an 
affordable solution to wheel to wheel racing, which is designed to 
keep the competition close by limiting the number of modifications 
that can be done to the car. By doing so, the main focus is on the 
driver’s ability, and not on how big his pocket book is. You don’t 
have to worry about the guy next to you who has spent oodles on 
a full blown Moton suspension, and is running 18” lightweight 
rims, etc. Due to the restrictions, you know that for the most 
part, everyone else’s car is going to be the same as yours. 
Some of the rules of a SPEC series car include having to 
run a specific tire and wheel, certain suspension, stock 
body work and meeting a certain minimum weight limit 
amongst others. These details I will get into for subsequent 
issues as we touch on those areas. For now, I am going to 
concentrate on the basic 944 SPEC series, which includes 
the 944 8 valve 2.5L naturally aspirated models. There 
are other SPEC divisions established as well, including a 
new SPEC Boxster division, which you can read about on 
the various SPEC websites. With the NASA SPEC series 
becoming so popular, the PCA has adopted the NASA SPEC 
set of rules and has created a class for them in club racing. 
For the NASA 944 SPEC series, the equivalent PCA class 
is the SP1 class. So essentially, you can race in 2 different 

series under the same rules, whether it is with PCA or NASA.
 Again, the difference in the SP1 class versus other stock 

classes in PCA, is the restrictions NASA has placed on modifying 
the car, which PCA upholds. In a standard PCA stock class (for 
instance, E class) while the major components of the car must be 
left stock, areas such as suspension are left open to modification. 
So, you may have one driver with a fairly stock cheap bare bones 
suspension, competing against the same type of car with a $10,000 
(or more) suspension set up under it. Not to say the guy with the 
expensive suspension knows how to drive any better, but he is 
definitely at the advantage in terms of the car he is driving. How 
cheap is cheap?

There are a couple of things to factor in when buying the 
initial car. If you are doing most of your own work, then buying 
a cheaper car for $500-1000 might be a great option. While you 
will have a LOT of maintenance items to replace, saving on shop 
labor allows you to go through the entire car and replace anything 
that is questionable for only the price of parts and whatever your 
own time is worth.

On the other hand, if you are having a shop do most of the 
work, then you want to start with the best example of a car that 
you can find, maybe in the $3,500 range. Finding a car that has 
maintenance records and has been well cared for will give you 
a great car to start with. With a 944, cars with recent clutch jobs 
and a front engine service are the ideal candidates. Remember, it 
is going to be a race car, so cars with questionable paint jobs etc 
can be fixed very cheaply at Maaco, or ran as is. And the total cost 
of a prepared car? If you start with a cheaper version with a good 
motor and most of the work yourself, you can have an extremely 

944 SPEC/SP1 Build, Part I: Intro to SPEC/SP1 
Racing . . .
Reprinted from March Der Sportwagen, by Karl Wilen, Kansas City Region PCA Member/Joel Karns’ 1983 944

Continued on page 33
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OLD LOG THEATER
Box 250, Excelsior, Minnesota 55331-0250

952-474-5951 Fax: 952-474-1290 web-site: www.old log.com

Mark Your Calendars Now for the Annual  
Old Log Show - hosted by Mercedes Benz Club!

Sunday (note show change!), November 15, 2009
Matinee - 2:00 PM

The cost will be $39 per person for both show and play, includes all tax and tips. 
Each participant has to make a choice in advance, as to meal selection:

LUNCH: 
* Mediterranean Pasta with pesto cream sauce (vegetarian)

* Walleyed Pike Almandine
* Roast Crown of Pork

* Southern Style Country Baked Chicken

 All meals include Apple Crisp for dessert and side dishes with each entree. 

Doors open and social hour starts at 11:30 AM with lunch served at 12:30 PM 
Performance at 2:00 PM. Play lasts about two hours.

Send your check for pre-registration, with menu choice, directly to: 
John Elliot  

5904 Lee Valley Road,  
Edina, Mn 55439-1749 

952-829-5142. 

Questions (??), Call Paul Bergquist at 952-937-1822 or e-mail at: pbassocinc@aol.com

Funny Money!
by Ray Cooney

Held Over Through February 6, 2010

A rollicking, outrageously funny comedy 
starring steve shaffer and Tom stolz.

When mild mannered accountant, Henry Perkins, 
accidentally picks up the wrong briefcase on the 

train and discovers it’s crammed full of cash,  
it’s a dream come true –  

that is until the police find Henry’s own briefcase 
attached to a corpse in the river!
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John V. Heath, Pres ident

john@amiotf inancial .com

www.amiotf inancial.comSecurities offered through QA3 Financial, Inc., Member NASD/SIPC

Like caring for his 20 year old Turbo, 
John and his team can help maintain 
and improve the performance of your 
financial success. Amiot Financial 
Group provides:

● Investment Management
● CPA Firm ñ  Taxes ñ  Accounting
● Mortgage Loans & Services

For more information, contact John.

· Complete service and repair
· Race and rally preparation
· Engine and transmission rebuilding
· Mechanical restoration
· Performance modifications
· Pre-purchase inspection and 
  consultation  consultation

f l a t 6 . c o m
952.884.2060

9010 Pi l lsbury  Avenue South
Bloomington MN 55420
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651-777-6924Email: autoedge@auto-edge.com 

Looking to dress up your tires.  
 

Check out these lightweight street or track wheels.  
We have wheels to fit 

‘87 & newer 944s, 968’s, 964’s and 993’s.  
 

These great looking wheels list for $3440.00 per set, we 
have a limited supply available for $1660.00 per set.  
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Auto Edge


